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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1967 
To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of: 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 
AND  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  twelfth  annual  report  on  the 
health  and  social  conditions  of  your  districts  for  the  year  1967*  The 
report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  is  in  the  form  similar  to  that  of  previous  years.  The  sections 
dealing  with  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area,  housing  and  the 
inspection  and  supervision  of  food,  have  been  written  and  compiled  by  the 
public  health  inspectors,  to  whom  I am  indebted.  The  final  section  of  the 
report  is  devoted  to  a brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services  in  the 
division  for  which  the  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority. 

The  vital  statistics  show  a continuing  gain  in  the  population  of 
the  area  due  to  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  rather  than  immigration. 

There  was  yet  another  fall  in  the  number  of  births  at  home  which  was 
responsible  for  the  decline  in  the  total  number  of  births.  A slight 
increase  in  institutional  births  at  the  same  time  raised  the  proportion 
of  institutional  confinements  to  the  national  figure  of  66%.  The  death 
rate  fell  slightly,  and  in  the  case  of  infant  deaths  and  stillbirths,  is 
notable,  for  it  is  a trend  due  to  better  ante-natal  care  which  prevents 
more  abnormalities  of  birth. 

Anbngst  infectious  diseases,  there  was  a welcome  decline  in  the 
incidence  of  Infectious  Hepatitis,  while  there  was  an  unwelcome,  but  not 
unexpected,  increase  in  Measles.  A satisfactory  vaccine  against  Measles, 
to  be  introduced  next  year,  will  undoubtedly  rid  us  of  the  hazards  attendant 
upon  continued  epidemics  of  this  disease.  Unwelcome  and  unexpected,  though 
fortunately  mild,  was  the  outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough  which  occurred  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  which  is  detailed  later  in  the  report. 

Community  participation  in  public  health  was  highlighted  last  year 
by  the  beginning  of  Cervical  Cytology  Clinics.  This  year,  community 
participation  brought  us  the  Day  Centre  for  the  Elderly,  an  account  of  which 
appears  at  the  end  of  this  report.  Without  the  British  Red  Cross  Society, 

The  St.  John's  Ambulance  Brigade,  the  Women's  Royal  Voluntary  Service,  the 
Women's  Institute  and  many  other  persons,  private  and  representative  of 
voluntary  organisations,  this  account  would  not  have  been  written.  The 
scheme  depends  on  these  volunteers  for  the  manning  of  the  Centre  itself  and 
for  the  transport  of  the  old  people  to  and  from  the  Centre. 

Community  participation  also  fostered  the  "Medicines  with  Care" 
campaign  held  early  in  the  year.  The  aim  of  this  campaign  was  to  publish, 
as  widely  as  possible,  the  dangers  of  poisoning  in  the  home  due  to  the 
detention  or  hoarding  of  unwanted  medicines.  Rapid  deterioration  of 
medicines  stored  in  unfavourable  conditions,  self-diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
complaints  resembling  previous  ones  and  keeping  medicines  in  places  accessible 
to  young  children,  were  cited  as  the  obvious  main  dangers  of  hoarding  medica- 
ments. Local  publicity  was  Pi  anned,  and  the  campaign  throughout  was  a happy 
exercise  in  teamwork  and  co-oporation.  Whole-hearted  and  active  support  was 
given  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  by  local  pharmacists,  who  arranged  a 
display  in  the  Marlowes  Health  Centre  and  shoAved  a film  made  by  the  Society 
at  old  person's  clubs,  with  one  of  their  members  as  spokesman.  This  support 
and  activity  for  the  campaign  included  family  doctors,  nurses  and  the  Accident 
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Prevention  Officer 


Unwanted  drugs  were  collected  in  quantity  during  the  campaign, 
but  this  did  not  encompass  its  success  for  its  aim  was  wide  publicity. 
Publicity  there  certainly  was,  not  only  in  the  local  press,  but  also  in 
the  four  main  national  newspapers  as  well  as  on  radio  and  television. 

As  a result,  there  were  a number  of  enquiries  from  other  authorities  and 
organisations  concerning  details  of  the  campaign.  The  impact  of  the 
campaign  locally  made  the  task  much  easier  of  keeping  the  message  clearly 
in  mind,  by  continuing  publicity. 

The  interest  and  active  support  of  the  community  in  public 
health  is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  highlights,  however.  The  service 
provided  by  the  Medical  Loan  Depot  is  run  entirely  and  very  ably  by  the 
volunteers  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  This  year  marks  the  first 
half  century  of  voluntary  help  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  After  50  years 
of  service,  perhaps  there  is  some  excuse  that  it  is  no  longer  regarded  as 
a highlight.  It  is  a notable  service,  however,  for  Clinics  depend  on 
voluntary  help  for  their  smooth  running  and  for  the  supply  of  welfare  foods. 

Lastly,  but  not  least  in  importance,  is  the  active  interest  of 
the  members  of  the  Councils  in  all  matters  relating  to  health  and  I wish  to 
thank  them  and  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  invaluable  support. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Town  Hal 1 , 

Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts. 

June  1968. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1#  General  Statistics 


Area  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  7,193  acres 
Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid  3967  •••  v ...  64,100 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1967  •••  •••  •••  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  •••  . 20,246 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1967  •••  ...  ...  . ..  ...  ...  £4,147,468 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  1967/68  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  £17,020 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  • 

498 

1,001 

Illegitimate  • 

40 

87 

Total : • • 

538 

1,088 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

per 

1,000  estimated  population: 

17.0 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000 

estimated  population: 

14.4 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  . 

6 

9 

Illegitimate  , 

1 

1 

Total : • , 

7 

10 

Still  Birth  Rate 

per 

1,000  of 

total  (live  and  still) 

births: 

9.1 

Deaths : 

Males  226,  Females  234  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ...  •••  ...  460 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  • ••  •••  7*2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  •••  •••  10.9 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  •••  •••  •••  ...  •••  . » * •••  Nil 

Number  df  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ••••.••••••••••••••••  6 4 10 

Illegitimate  - 


Total :•••••••••  6 4 10 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  •••  ...  •••  ...  ...  9.2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  10.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8*3 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8*3 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17*3 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  •••  •••  •••  ...  . ..  ...  2.26 

Cancer  . . I.67 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  tuberculosis  of 

respiratory  system)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.05 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  O.89 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.03 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.  but 

including  syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  ...  0.05 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  in  mid-1967  was  64,100 
as  compared  with  63,570  at  mid-1966.  The  natural  increase  of  population  or 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  628. 


Comparability  Factors 

The  comparability  factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  births 
and  deaths  are  O.85  and  1.52  respectively.  When  the  crude  birth  and  death  rates 
are  multiplied  by  these  factors,  an  adjusted  rate  is  obtained  which  allows 
comparison,  not  only  with  the  rates  of  previous  years,  but  equally  with  similar 
rates  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole.  Adjusted 
rates  are  always  strictly  comparable  whereas  crude  rates  are  not. 

The  need  for  these  adjustments  arises  from  the  differences  in  age  and  se^ 
distribution  in  different  areas-  The  low  factor  for  births  and  the  high  factor 
for  deaths  both  indicate  the  relative  youthfulness  of  the  population. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total  of 
1,088  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  20  on  the  previous 
year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  14.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  14.8  for  the  previous  year  and  17.2  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  10  still  births  were  registered  during  the 
year,  a decrease  of  five  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth 
rate  was  9.1  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  13*4  for  1966 
and  with  14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  460,  (226  males, 

234  females)  a decrease  of  seven  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  11.1  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.2 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were:- 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases, 
and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Of  the  107  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth  in  30 
instances  was  situated  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 
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Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  9.2  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
15*3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.3  for  England  and  Wales. 


Under  1 year  ... 
1-5  years  ... 
5-15  years  ... 
15  “ 25  years 
25  - 35  years 
35  “ 45  years 
45  ~ 55  years 
55  - 65  years 
65  “ 75  years 
75  years  and  over 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


All  Causes  ...  ... 


Males 

Females 

Total 

6 

4 

10 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

2 

4 

- 

4 

3 

1 

4 

9 

13 

22 

30 

14 

44 

37 

25 

62 

66 

54 

120 

69 

121 

190 

226 

234 

460 

Causes  of  Death  in  1967 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Syohilitic  disease  

3 

- 

3 

4.  Diphtheria  ...  

- 

- 

- 

5*  Whooping  cough  

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles  . ... 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases... 

- 

- 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

9 

6 

15 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

28 

2 

30 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ...  ... 

- 

9 

9 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ...  . . - 

- 

3 

3 

l4.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

22 

20 

42 

15*  Lo'kaemia,  aleukaemia  

3 

5 

8 

16.  Diabetes  ... 

6 

3 

9 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

17 

40 

57 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  

50 

37 

87 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

2 

2 

4 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ...  

11 

21 

32 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  ... 

12 

10 

22 

22.  Influenza  ... 

- 

1 

1 

23*  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ... 

16 

18 

34 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

21 

8 

29 

25*  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

2 

1 

3 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

— 

- 

- 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

2 

2 

4 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

- 

l 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

- 

- 

• 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ... 

- 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations  

3 

3 

6 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

28 

39 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents  

4 

1 

5 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

7 

8 

35*  Suicide  ...  ...  

2 

4 

6 

36.  Homicide  apd  operations  of  war  ...  ... 

1 

1 

ALL  CAUSES 

226 

234 

460 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1967 


SANITiJIY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


RATER 

The  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  continued  to  supply 
mains  water  throughout  the  area.  The  bacteriological  quality  remained  high  and 
samples  were  all  satisfactory.  It  is  very  hard  water,  producing  scale  in 
domestic  appliances  such  as  boilers  and  kettles. 

The  Water  supply  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has 
no  more  than  0.05  parts  per  million  of  fluoride  present. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains 
and  from  wells: 


Total  Number  in  Borough 

Number  supplied  from  main  .. 
Number  supplied  by  wells  ... 


Dwellings 

20,246  * 


Persons 

64,000  + 


20,226 

20 


63,933 

67 


* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer 
+ Estimated 

Water  Samples  taken  during  1967 


Bacteriological  Exam. 

Description  of  samples 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsat is. 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated ... 

8 

8 

- 

Swimming  Pool  

22 

22 

- 

12 
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Public  Swimming  Pool 

The  modem  open-air  swimming  pool  in  Park  Road  is  owned  by  the  Borough 
Council.  It  has  a capacity  of  320,000  gallons,  is  filled  from  the  main  water 
supply,  and  is  equipped  with  filters  and  break-point  chlorination  plant. 

Yet  again,  all  water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  were 
reported  as  satisfactory.  Heating  equipment  is  installed. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Felden  is  the  only  remaining  area  where  there  is  an  accumulation  of  septic 
tanks  and  cesspools  and  the  Minister  has  refused  loan  sanction  to  provide 
sewers  at  the  present  time.  Fortunately,  many  of  the  properties  are  set  in 
extensive  grounds  and  no  nuisance  is  caused  to  neighbours  if  breakdown  or 
overflow  occurs. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors): 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  sections 

1,2, 3»4  and  6 
are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities. ... 

10 

30 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by 
Loc^l  Authority. 

248 

113 

17 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  section 

7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Autho- 
rity (excluding 
outworkers ’ 
premises) 

44 

27 

1 

Total  

285 

187 

18 

- 

13 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ... 

5 

1 

Qver or outfing  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Insufficient  draining  of 

floors 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

8 

7 

- 

- 

- 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

Tot^l  • • • • • • 

16 

8 

- 

- 

- 

3.  OUTWORKERS: 

Making  wearing  apparel . 51 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper  ...  68 

Making  brushes ...  15 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  133 


14 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 

Visits  and  Inspections; 

General ; 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts ...  ...  118 

Housing  Acts... ...  86 

Rent  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Improvement  Grants,  purchases,  land  charge  enquiries  ...  ...  177 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  ...  28 

Overcrowding  l8 

Problem  families  and  old  people  . ...  10 

Water  supplies  20 

Keeping  of  animals  31 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  4l4 

Refuse  disposal  ...  ...  68 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  603 

Factories,  workplaces  and  outworkers'  premises  ...  l44 

Building  sites  44 

Demolition  sites  ...  ...  138 

Offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  - general  inspections  ...  319 

- other  visits  ...  ...  ...  412 

Swimming  pool  ...  13 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  33 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  430 

Pet  Animals  Act 6 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  21 

Pests  Act  - rats  and  mice  1,319 

Noise  Abatment  Act  ...  ...  37 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  ...  . 209 

Clean  Air  Act  - visits  to  houses  285 

- visits  to  measuring  apparatus  ...  283 

Smoke  observation  and  boiler-house  visits  ...  l66 

Fairgrounds  ...  ...  ...  10 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  476 

Interviews  ...  1,052 

Food  hygiene  lectures  46 

Talks  to  organisations  ...  l8 

Attendances  at  court  ...  • • 7 

Other  visits  691 

Food  Premises 

Slaughterhouses  • . . ...  ...  •••  2 

Butchers'  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 8 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  ...  54 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 78 

Bakehouses  36 

Licensed  premises  24 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  ...  ...  78 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  239 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  123 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  ...  32 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  ...  ^13 

Water  cress  beds  6 

Food  inspection  visits  221 

Food  and  rugs  sampling •••  ^1 

Other  samples  ...  •••  •••  36 

Food  hygience  courses  •••  37 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstand- 

ing 

31.12.67 

1967 

1967 

31.12.67 

Formal  ... 

3 

1 

2 

Informal 

304 

469 

480 

293 

Total  • • • 

304 

472 

481 

295 

Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough* 

Clean  Air 

Smoke  Control  Area 

Chaulden  No. I Smoke  Control  Area  came  into  operation  on  1st  December,  1967. 
It  includes  790  dwell inghouses  and  18  other  properties.  Comparatively  few 
occupiers  exercised  their  right  to  replace  an  existing  satisfactory  appliance  by 
other  appliances  such  as  underfloor  draught  fires,  solid  fuel  room  heaters,  gas 
and  oil-heaters  and  the  actual  cost  to  the  Council  was  about  one-third  of  the 
estimate.  It  is  estimated  that  the  second  part  of  Chaulden  will  go  into  operation 
in  1968  and  that  the  survey  work  will  commence  in  Adeyfield. 

Measurement  of  Pollution 


The  four  stations  in  the  town  continue  to  operate  and  show  a continuation  of 
the  decline  in  smoke  pollution  and  sulpher  dioxide  content  6f  the  air. 

Station  No. I - Odeon  Cinema,  Marlowes:  In  the  town  centre,  surrounded  by  mainly 
modern  shops  and  commercial  and  administrative  buildings  with  oil  fired  central 
heating. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulpher  Dioxide 


SMOKE 

SULPHER  DIOXIDE 

Average 

Highest 

Lowest 

Average 

Highest 

Lowest 

Smoke 

1967 

for 

Daily 

Daily 

for 

Daily 

Daily 

/so 

Month 

Figure 

Figure 

Month 

Figure 

Figure 

Ratio 

Micro- Grams 

per  Cubic  Metre 

Jan. 

59 

126 

14 

150 

256 

37 

0.39 

Feb.  . 

44 

127 

7 

112 

236 

44 

0.39 

Mar. 

22 

4l 

8 

71 

134 

19 

0.31 

Apr. 

26 

57 

1 

63 

114 

0 

0.41 

May. 

20 

63 

1 

57 

116 

25 

0.35 

Jun. 

12 

24 

4 

38 

70 

13 

0.32 

Jul. 

11 

35 

4 

23 

44 

6 

0.48 

Aug. 

16 

37 

3 

35 

94 

6 

0.45 

Sep. 

22 

48 

4 

55 

89 

19 

0.40 

Oct. 

20 

54 

2 

57 

107 

25 

0.35 

Nov. 

66 

162 

20 

109 

210 

52 

0.60 

Dec. 

70 

240 

3 

140 

332 

32 

O.50 
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Station  No. 2 - Old  Town  Hall,  High  Street:  In  a North/South  valley  with  parkland 
to  the  West  and  old  residential  and  shop  property  on  rising  ground  to  the  East. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulpher  Dioxide 


SMOKE 

SULPHER  DIOXIDE 

1967 

Average 

Highest 

Lowest 

Average 

Highest 

Lowest 

Smoke 

for 

Daily 

Daily 

for 

Daily 

Daily 

/so 

Month 

Figure 

Figure 

Month 

Figure 

Figure 

Ratio 

Micro-Grams  per  Cubic  Metre 

Jan. 

47 

86 

7 

93 

177 

0 

0.51 

Feb. 

35 

116 

3 

80 

247 

0 

0.44 

Mar. 

14 

52 

1 

33 

116 

0 

0.42 

Apr. 

21 

60 

1 

35 

126 

0 

0.60 

May. 

17 

50 

1 

43 

130 

0 

0.39 

Jun. 

8 

18 

1 

29 

48 

0 

0.28 

Jul. 

11 

36 

3 

21 

43 

6 

0.49 

Aug. 

15 

34 

2 

34 

74- 

0 

0.44 

Sep. 

17 

34 

2 

39 

62 

12 

0.44 

Oct. 

14 

45 

3 

40 

IOO 

12 

0.35 

Nov. 

52 

138 

6 

70 

177 

24 

0.74 

Dec. 

44 

208 

3 

88 

309 

12 

O.50 

Station  No. 3 - Adeyfield;  in  a secondary  modern  school  in  a post-war  residential 
district. 

Monthly  Average  of  Smoke  and  Sulpher  Dioxide 


1967 

SMOKE 

SULPHER  DIOXIDE 

Smoke 

/so2 

Ratio 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Jan. 

100 

283 

18 

142 

224 

53 

0.90 

Feb. 

44 

135 

10 

97 

202 

29 

0.45 

Ma-r. 

30 

91 

3 

57 

112 

13 

0.53 

Apr. 

23 

52 

2 

51 

104 

24 

0.45 

May. 

18 

52 

3 

52 

173 

0 

0.35 

Jun. 

9 

22 

3 

44 

69 

18 

0.20 

Jul. 

14 

44 

3 

31 

68 

12 

0.45 

Aug. 

12 

31 

2 

43 

68 

19 

0.28 

Sep. 

20 

51 

3 

50 

79 

22 

0. 4o 

Oct. 

27 

91 

3 

64 

90 

27 

0.42 

Nov. 

52 

137 

3 

110 

226 

0 

0.47 

Dec. 

66 

195 

10 

121 

352 

33 

0.55 
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Station  No0  4 - Kodak:  Situated  on  the  industrial  estate,  which  is 
virtually  a smoke  control  area. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Smoke  and  Sulpher  Dioxide 


1967 

SMOKE 

SULPHER  DIOXIDE 

Smoke 

/so2 

Ratio 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Average 

for 

Month 

Highest 

Daily 

Figure 

Lowest 

Daily 

Figure 

Micro- Grams  per  Cubic  Metre 

Jan. 

47 

190 

4 

154 

306 

21 

0.31 

Feb. 

39 

113 

7 

127 

490 

4l 

0.31 

Mar. 

21 

48 

12 

69 

266 

21 

0.30 

Apr. 

24 

58 

1 

93 

196 

14 

0.26 

May. 

22 

54 

6 

86 

256 

0 

0.25 

Jun. 

13 

25 

5 

81 

202 

48 

0.16 

Jul. 

16 

43 

2 

61 

107 

8 

0.26 

Aug. 

15 

38 

1 

66 

140 

31 

0.23 

Sep. 

22 

4l 

8 

67 

119 

31 

0.33 

Oct. 

16 

4l 

4 

51 

107 

24 

0.31 

Nov. 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

— 

__ 

Dec. 

43 

184 

6 

143 

333 

36 

0.28 

■School  Incinerators. 

Disposal  of  school  refuse,  particularly  the  large  quantities  of  waste  paper 
and  cardboard  which  accumulate,  is  a difficult  problem.  The  County  Council  have 
provided  incinerators  intended  to  burn  paper,  and  tests  conducted  by  the  Inspectors 
show  that  they  can  operate  smokelessly  if  properly  used.  However,  other  materials 
often  get  mixed  with  the  paper  in  waste  receptacles,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  care- 
takers will  have  either  time  or  inclination  for  sorting.  Smoke  may  well  be  pro- 
duced and  cause  trouble,  particularly  in  smoke  control  areas. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act. 

1.  Registrations  and  Inspections 

The  Act  came  into  operation  in  1964.  It  requires  that  offices,  shops, 
wholesale  premises,  catering  establishments,  canteens  and  fuel  depots  should  be 
registered  with  the  local  authority.  There  are  exceptions: 

(i)  Offices  and  shops  in  factories  covered  by  the  Factories  Act; 

Crown  property; 

Local  authority  premises,  including  schools; 

Railway  premises  and  offices. 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  H.M.  Factory  Inspector. 

(ii)  Premises  to  which  the  Act  does  not  apply  include :- 

Places  where  only  self-employed  people  work; 

Businesses  where  the  only  persons  employed  are  close  relatives 
of  the  employer; 

Premises  where  the  sum  of  hours  normally  worked  each  week  by 
all  employees  is  not  more  than  21. 

Thus  the  Council's  register  does  not  show  the  total  number  of  premises 
in  each  category  nor  the  total  of  persons  employed  in  the  Borough. 

There  were  39  new  registrations  and  some  deletions,  giving  a total  of 
554  premises  on  the  register.  The  first  general  inspections  of  all  premises 
have  now  been  completed. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  - Cont 1 d 


2.  Contraventions 

The  majority  of  these  concerned  items  such  as  thermometers,  first  aid  kits 
and  lack  of  cleanliness.  Dangerous  machines  such  as  refrigerator  motors,  bacon 
slicers  and  office  guillotines  were  often  inadequately  guarded,  194  notices  were 
served  and  157  were  complied  with. 

3.  Accidents. 

The  Act  requires  that  accidents  resulting  in  death  or  absence  from  work 
for  more  than  three  days  must  be  reported.  It  is  obvious  that,  whilst  some 
firms  notify  as  they  should,  many  fail  to  do  so  at  all.  A number  of  notifications 
concern  falls,  strains  through  lifting  heavy  objects,  or  minor  cuts  and  require  no 
action.  Where  an  accident  is  fatal  or  serious  or  it  appears  that  remedial  action 
may  be  required,  an  inspector  investigates. 

4.  Exemptions. 

Provision  is  made  in  the  Act  for  certificates  of  exemption  to  be  granted 
in  respect  of  room  space,  temperature,  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing  facilities. 
The  Council  granted  exemption  for  one  year  in  the  case  of  additional  sanitary 
accomodation  at  a shop. 

5.  Legal  Proceedings. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted. 


HOUSING 


Houses  - Improvement  Grants. 

There  are  no  slum  properties,  such  as  exist  in  some  big  towns,  and  no  large 

groups  of  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  when  compared  with  the 

Housing  Act  standard  for  a fit  house.  The  standard  is  certainly  a low  one,  and 
a legally  fit  house  can  be  without  many  amenities  which  most  of  us  consider 
essential  to  modern  living,  such  as  an  internal  water  closet,  a wash  hand  basin, 
a bath  and  a hot  water  system.  There  are  quite  a number  of  old  houses,  and,  as  they 

Teach  the  end  of  their  useful  lives,  they  are  dealt  with  by  demolition  or  clos\ire. 

and  the  occupiers  are  rehoused. 

The  reaction  of  both  owners  and  occupiers  to  the  grants  available  for 
improving  dwellings  has  been  disappointing.  Most  applications  have  been  in  respect 
of  owner/occupier  houses.  Some  owners  have  been  prepared  to  carry  out  the  work, 
but  their  tenants,  particularly  elderly  people,  have  not  wanted  to  face  an  increase 
in  rent. 


One  representation  was  received  from  an  occupier  asking  that  the  standard 
amenities  should  be  provided  and  a preliminary  notice  was  served. 

The  Housing  Manager  remarks 

"The  number  of  applicants  on  the  'common  housing  list'  as  at  the  31st 
December,  1967,  was  2,370*  Of  this  number,  1,537  were  without  separate  accom- 
modation (in  rooms  etc.)  and  833  were  already  occupying  separate  accommodation 
but  were  requiring  better  accommodation  for  various  reasons  (e.g.  overcrowding, 
poor  amenities,  etc.)  In  addition  to  this,  117  applicants  were  on  the  approved 
list  awaiting  housing,  already  having  been  selected  through  the  Council’s  'points 
scheme',  Of  this  number,  92  were  sharing  accommodation  and  25  were  already 
occupying  their  own  separate  accommodation;  7 applicants  were  occupying  unfit 
property  and  were  awaiting  rehousing. 

"1,263  new  applicants  for  accommodation  were  received  during  the  year. 
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The  Housing  Manager  remarks:-  Cont ' d 

During  the  year  58  houses  and  flats  and  28  new  garages  were  built  by  the 
Borough  Council.  These,  together  with  chance  vacancies  that  occurred,  made  it 
possible  for  the  Borough  Council  to  house  117  people  from  the  waiting  list,  and 
transfer  86  tenants  to  more  suitable  accommodation.  In  addition  a further  4 
tenants  were  housed  from  unfit  properties.  The  Commission  for  the  New  Towns 
housed  286  applicants  from  the  1 common  housing  list',  and  were  also  able  to 
house  6 applicants  occupying  unfit  properties. 

"The  average  waiting  time  for  applicants  has  shortened  during  the  past 
year,  and  applicants,  in  rooms,  with  no  children,  are  now  waiting  approximately 
two-and-a-half  years  before  being  housed.  The  position  is  improving  now  that 
houses  from  the  new  building  schemes  are  becoming  available.  The  current  build- 
ing schemes  will  provide  about  450  houses  which  should  greatly  assist  in  reduc- 
ing the  housing  problem. 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were;- 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Prefabricated 
Permanent  Brick  ...•••• 

Nil 

246 

Various 

1 

222 

(b)  Completed: 


Lo 

cal  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Prefabricated 
Permanent  Brick 

Nil 

94 

Various 

1 

167 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.67  was  as  follows :- 
(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to  31»12.67 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

Houses 

Crabtree  Lane 

102 

Permanent  Brick  - 2 and  3 bedroom  houses  and 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats 

Crabtree  Lane  

31 

Temporary  Prefabricated  - 2-bedroom 

Crabtree  Lane  

49 

Permanent  Brick  - 2 and  3-bedroom  houses  (35) 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats  (13);  1 shop 

Wood  Crescent 

19 

Temporary  Prefabricated  - 2-bedroom 

Adeyfield 

102 

Permanent  Prefabricated  - 3 bedroom 

Adeyfield  

178 

Permanent  Brick  - 2 and  3-bedroom  houses,  1 

and  2-bedroom  flats  and  old  people's  bungalows 

Belswains  Estate  

186 

Permanent  Brick  - 2,3  and  4-bedroom  houses 

and  bungalows. 

Beechfield  Estate  >... 

188 

Permanent  Brick  - 2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and 

bungalows. 

Oakdene  Road  •••.••••• 

6 

Permanent  Brick  - 3-bedroom 

Fairway 

40 

Permanent  Brick  - 2 and  3-bedroom 

Stonelea  Road 

14 

Permanent  Brick  - 3-bedroom 

Vauxhall  Road 

14 

Permanent  Brick  - 3-bedroom 

Seaton  Road  ••••••••.• 

1 

Permanent  Brick  - 3-bedroom 

Deaconsfield  Road  .... 

l 

Permanent  Brick  - 3-bedroom 

Oliver  Road  .......... 

- « f * * »■!•«• 

2 

Permanent  Brick  - 3-bedroom 

20 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes(or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to  31.12.67  cont'd: 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Warners  End  

58 

Permanent  Brick  - 2 and  3-bedroom 

Highfield  Estate  ..... 

1,007 

Permanent  Brick  - 1,2,3  and  4-bedroom  houses, 
flats,  maisonettes,  Old  People's  bungalows 
and  shops. 

Wheelers  Lane  ........ 

15 

Permanent  Brick  - 3-bedroom,  parlour 

Wood  Crescent  East  ... 

15 

Permanent  Brick  - 3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Wood  Crescent  We st  ... 

15 

Permanent  Brick  - 3-bedroom,  non- par lour 

Cupid  Green  Depot  ... 

2 

Permanent  Brick  - 3-bedroom 

"Cranford" 

36 

Permanent  Brick  - 31  Old  People's  flatlets, 

4 Old  People's  bungalows  & 2-bedroom  warden's 
flat 

Elephant  Farm  

24 

1-bedroom  flats  (20);  bed-sitter  flats  (4) 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced  but  not  completed  at  31 .12.67: 


Type 

No. Com- 

No. Com- 

Site 

Number  of 

menced 

pleted 

Houses 

Highfield  Scheme  14  .... 

377 

Various 

244 

2 

34 

Central  Nursery  • 

2 

3— bedroom  houses 

( c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about  which 

arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  has  not  been  made  at  31* 12. 67. 


Site 

Proposed  No 

Type 

of  houses 

Lockers  Park  Lane  • 

68 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses 

I am  indepted  to  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  (Hemel  Hempstead  Executive) 
for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the  New  Town:- 

1.  Estimated  New  Town  Population:  39,300  (at  31*12.67) 

2.  Housing 

(a)  Dwellings  constructed  in  1967: 


Bedsitter  ...  ...  17 

1- bedroom  •••  ...  ...  6 

2- bedrooms  ...  . 35 

3- bedrooms  ...  ...  *••  ...  •••  •••  82 

4- bedrooms  • <>•  ...  ••»  •••  •••  24 

Total  164 

Distribution: 

Grove  Hill,  Precinct  A...  •••  •••  108 

The  Alleys 4 8 

Leverstock  Green  N.C 8 

Total  164 
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(b)  Total  dwellings  constructed  up  to  31st  December,  1967s 

(including  houses  built  for  sale)  ...  ...  ...  11,566 

(c)  Dwellings  under  construction  at  3ist  December,  19^7 s »»»  »••  167 


3.  Industry: 

(a)  Total  number  of  factories  completed  to  31st  December,  1967  »•  66 

(b)  Factories  completed  during  1967  •••  • •«  •••  ••»  •••  • ••  1 

(c)  Extensions  completed  during  1967  7 

(d)  New  factories  under  construction  at  31*12. 67  ............  2 

(e)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31* 12.67  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(f)  Estimated  employment  in  main  industrial  area  at  31*12. 67  ...  12,350 


4.  Service  Industry: 

(a)  Number  of  firms  in  operation  at  31*12. 67  ...  72 

(b)  New  premises  completed  during  1967  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  New  premises  under  construction  at  31*12.67  ••..••••....  1 

(d)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.67  1 


5*  Offices: 

Total  floor  space  completed  to  31.12.67:  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  340,000  sq.ft. 

/ 

6.  Shops : 

(a)  Total  number  of  shops  completed  to  31* 12. 67: 


Town  Centre  169 

Elsewhere  ...  ...  133 

(b)  Number  of  shops  completed  during  1967? 

Leverstock  Green  N.C.  .........  9 

X including  a dental  surgery  and  a 
hairdressing  salon) 

7.  Schools: 


The  Grove  Hill  Grammar  School  was  completed  during  the  year,  bringing  the 
total  number  of  new  town  schools  at  31st  December,  1967,  to  37»  providing 
14,770  places. 

The  Grove  Hill  Primary  School,  now  under  construction,  will  provide  a 
further  320  places  on  completion. 

An  extension  to  the  Dacorum  College  of  Further  Education  was  also  commenced 
during  the  year. 


CARAVANS 

No  provision  is  made  for  holiday  caravans,  and  only  two  residents’  sites, 
each  for  one  caravan,  have  been  licensed. 

In  December  of  1966,  a group  of  Irish  travellers  camped  on  a building  site 
adjoining  the  A.4l  road  at  Two  Waters.  The  usual  procedure  of  moving  them  on 

was  not  practicable,  as  most  of  the  men  had  been  arrested  and  were  in  custody, 

and  the  vehicles  were,  therefore,  driverless.  As  a temporary  measure,  the  land 
owners,  the  Commission  for  the  New,Towns,  allowed  them  to  stay  and  gave  them 
dustbins,  whilst  the  Council  provided  chemical  closets. 

A report  was  made  to  the  January  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
with  the  suggestion  that  something  should  be  done  other  than  merely  moving  the  six 
caravans  out  of  the  borough  into  another  district.  A plot  of  Council  land, 
scheduled  for  a sports  stadium,  was  available  and  a temporary  site  could  be  formed 
there.  Already  the  nine  children  of  school  age  were  attending  quite  regularly. 

The  report  was  sympathetically  received  not  only  by  the  Committee  but  by  the 

Council  as  a whole,  and  on  the  7th  February  the  caravans  and  vehicles  were  moved 

to  Jarmans  Fields  to  await  the  levelling  and  preparation  of  the  site  there.  By  the 


end  of  June,  each  caravan  stood  in  its  own  plot,  enclosed  by  cleft  chestnut 
fencing,  and  had  its  own  water  tap,  bucket  sanitary  compartment,  dustbin,  and  paved 
footpath.  Parking  space  for  vehicles  was  provided,  but  it  was  a condition  of 
tenancy  that  no  trade  should  be  carried  on. 

Experience  has  shown  conclusively  that,  if  these  people  are  to  be  assisted 
to  settle  down  in  one  place  and  perhaps  in  due  course  become  house  dwellers,  a great  de£ 
of  time  and  patience  will  be  needed.  A warden  is  a necessity.  Hemel  Hempstead  is 
very  fortunate  in  that  a local  young  man,  associated  with  the  Simon  Community  (who 
take  a particular  interest  in  the  misfits  of  society)  volunteered  for  thw  work. 
Encouraged  by  a number  of  interested  local  people,  who  have  now  formed  a recognised 
support  group,  he  purchased  a caravan  and  moved  on  to  the  site.  Control,  including 
selection  of  a family  to  fill  any  vacancy,  remains  with  the  Council  and  its  officers, 
but  he  deals  with  day-to-day  problems,  acts  as  travellers'  correspondent  and  ; 
represents  and  assists  them  in  their  contacts  with  government  offices  and  other 
bodies.  It  is  difficult  to  appreciate  the  full  implications  of  illiteracy,  and 
the  severe  limitations  it  imposes.  Co-operation  between  the  Accident  Prevention 
Officer,  the  Probation  Officer  and  a local  driving  school  instructor  enabled  t'o  of 
the  men  to  pass  their  driving  tests.  Vehicles  are  now  insured  and  taxed.  Mothers 
receive  ante-natal  attention  and  have  their  babies  in  hospital.  Children  receive 
the  medical  attention  they  sometimes  need  so  badly,  but  cannot  get  as  they  move 
from  place  to  place. 

For  the  past  few  months,  assistance  has  also  been  given  by  a Community  Service 
Volunteer,  a young  rowan  whose  main  responsibility  is  the  children,  particularly 
those  below  school  age.  This  is  valuable  work,  carried  out  in  r<-  ” lifficult 

conditions.  Any  group  of  children  at  a loose  end  will  soon  get  into  mischief,  and 
any  kind  of  organised  activity  is  quite  foreign  to  travelling  people.  A grammar 
school  and  a youth  club  have  also  shown  an  interest. 

Of  course  there  has  been,  and  still  is,  opposition.  Any  untoward  incident  in 
the  vicinity  is  immediately  attributed  to  "the  Irish",  even  when  they  are  patently 
innocent.  Some  complaints  show  considerable  exaggeration  of  the  facts  and  may  well 
arise  mainly  from  ignorance  and  fear.  Those  people  who  have  troubled  to  visit  the 
site  have  been  impressed  by  their  contact  with  the  families,  and  may  well  wonder 
how  many  house  dwellers,  faced  with  the  problems  of  raising  a family  in  one  small 
room,  could  manage  to  keep  everything  so  clean  and  tidy. 

There  are  fewer  than  twenty  official  caravan  sites  throughout  the  country 
provided  for  gypsies  and  other  travellers  and  the  Hemel  Hempstead  experiment, 
believed  to  be  the  first  one  of  its  kind  to  cater  entirely  for  Irish  travelldrn 
families,  has  aroused  considerable  interest.  There  have  been  many  visitors  and 
enquiries,  and  not  a little  favourable  comment  in  the  national  press.  A report 
submitted  to  the  Council  in  September  has  had  a wide  circulation. 

What  of  the  future?.  The  Council  has  agreed  to  provide  improved  facilities 
on  the  site,  including  a community  centre  to  incorporate  meeting  rooms,  bathrooms 
and  a laundry,  a water  closet  on  each  plot,  main  drainage,  a street  lamp  in  the 
vehicle  park,  and  play  equipment  for  the  children.  They  have  asked  the  County 
Council  to  approve  an  additional  caravan  for  any  family  who  requests  it,  and  will 
allow  suitable  storage  huts  to  be  erected. 

There  has  been  a national  awakening  to  the  need  to  tackle  the  itinerant  problem, 
and  some  other  local  authorities  have  been  active  in  seeking  to  provide  sites. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government's  publication  "Gypsies  and  other 
Travellers"  is  a valuable  document  which  sets  out  the  problem  in  detail,  suggests 
remedies  and  places  the  responsibility  for  applying  them  upon  local  authorities. 

There  is  likelihood  of  early  legislation  aimed  at  providing  sufficient  sites  through- 
out the  country. 

Many  difficulties  will  have  to  be  overcome,  not  least  of  which  is  the  local 
opposition  aroused  whenever  a site  is  proposed.  This  Council  took  a bold  step  when 
they  decided  to  do  something  for  the  families  who  arrived  here  just  over  a year  ago. 
Other  authorities  must  take  similar  action  if  the  travelling  population  in  the 
country  is  to  be  given  an  opportunity  to  live  a life  free  from  the  uncertainty  and 
harassment  which  is  its  present  lot. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Complaints 

Eighty-five  complaints  were  received  concerning  food  stuffs  and  can  be 


summarised  as:- 

Foreign  matters  in  food  stuffs  ••••••••••  49 

Mouldy  or  stale  ...  21 

Taste  or  smell  11 

Others  • • . . . 4 


A considerable  number  of  the  complaints  arose  from  poor  stock  rotation, 
although  this  this  is  a point  which  is  emphasised  at  the  Food  Hygiene  Course,  and 
when  inspectors  visit  the  premises.  Many  shops  have  now  instituted  their  own 
system  of  coding,  but  mistakes  still  occur  from  time  to  time. 


Retail  Food  Premises 


The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1967  was 


Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Fishmongers  - Wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade  - not  included  in  above)  ... 
Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licenses)  •••  ...  ...  ... 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  (including  above)  ...  ...  ... 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation,  etc.  • *.  ...  ... 
Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  premises  concerned  in  above  ... 


34 

1 

12 

39 

22 

27 
43 
71 

46 
17 

28 

47 
133 
261 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Of  the  261  premises  subject  to  the  Regulations,  twenty- two  did  not  have  a 
separate  wash  hand  basin  and  four  are  without  equipment  sink. 

Food  Hygiene  Education 

This  was  the  fourth  year  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Courses  organised  in 
co-operation  with  Dacorum  College  of  Further  Education;  four  courses  were  held, 
being  attended  by  forty-one  students  of  whom  thirty-four  sat  the  examination 
and  twenty-nine  were  successful. 

In  the  four  years  the  figures  are  :- 


Students  274 

Sat  Examination  ...  183 
Passed  Examination.  162 

\ J M ) 

An  innovation  this  year  was  to  arrange  two  evenings,  one  in  April  and 
one  in  December,  when  past  students  could  meet  to  discuss  problems.  On  each 
occasions  about  forty  attended.  The  December  meeting  was  addressed  by  two 
members  of  the  staff  of  T.  Walls  and  Sons  (Meat  and  Handy  Foods)  Ltd.,  and  a 
lively  discussion  ensued.  Other  talks  have  been  given  to  three  preliminary 
training  groups  of  nurses  at  the  hospital  and  at  five  grammar  and  secondary 
modern  schools,  with  a total  audience  of  238. 

Slaughterhouses 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  attached  to  a butcher’s  shop-, 
This  slaughterhouse  complies  with  the  statutory  standards  and  is  suitable  for 
a limited  amount  of  slaughtering,  excluding  cattle.  No  slaughtering  was 
carried  out  during  1967* 
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Foodstuffs  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s  refuse 
tip.  The  main  items  of  unfit  food  dealt  with  were  :- 


Carcase  meat  and  offal  ...  252  lbs 

Fish  ......... ...  ...  393  lbs 

Fresh  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  279  lbs 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65  lbs 

Frozen  food  packets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  566 

Tins,* jars  or  packets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,070 


Food  and  Drug  Sampling 

Eleven  formal  and  fifty-four  informal  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  of  which  two  were  drugs.  The  main  groups  were  milk  (5)  spirits  (4) 
food  colouring  matter  (4)  complaints  (4). 

Prosecutions 

Two  cases  were  heard  in  the  magistrates  court. 

(i)  Dirty  and  battered  meat  tray  containing  minced  steak  delivered 
to  a school  by  an  Ealing  butcher. 

This  was  a second  offence. 

•Fined  £30  with  £5.  5s.  costs 

(ii)  A chocolate  covered  sponge  sold  in  a local  shop  had  mould  spots  and  a 
rancid  flavour.  The  manufacturer’s  code  mark  had  been  ignored  by  the 
retailer,  although  it  showed  that  the  recommended  shelf  life  had  been 
exceeded. 

t * r . . » « - • :-j  r • ; \ * • ; i • * jy,  : ^ t , . . 

Fined  £15  with  £8.  8s.  costs 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  :- 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

62 

5 

Nil 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ......  ... 

845 

3 

Nil 

Dysentery  •••  •••  •••*•• 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  ...  ...  ......  ... 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ... 

8 

20 

1-2  years  ...  ...  ...... 

- 

5 

80 

1 

- 

2-3  years  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

9 

107 

- 

- 

3-4  years  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

6 

157 

2 

- 

4 - 5...  years 

2 

2 

134 

1 

— 

5-10  y..ars  ...  ...  ... 

8 

30 

317 

4 

16 

10  - 15  years  ...  

1 

1 

16 

- 

5 

15  - 25  years  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

4 

- 

2 

25  - 45  years  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

45  “ 65  years  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

65  years  and  over  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  Unknown  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

Total  cases  notified 

13 

62 

845 

10 

25 

25 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notifica- 
tion Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  :- 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Femaies 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  1st  January,  1967  ... 

182 

132 

6 

22 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  tine  during  the  year  ... 

6 

5 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Reg- 
ister other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.,  transfers-in.  etc)  ... 

4 

6 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  Reg- 
ister during  the  year  

31 

33 

1 

7 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

161 

130 

7 

17 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

N on- Pu 1 m onar y 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  

1-5  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 “ 10  y©cirs  •••*•••• 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  years  ....... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20-25  years  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years  i . • . . . . 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years  ....... 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals:  ......... 

6 

5 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1.  General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,150  acres  and  contains  the 
parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Chipperf ield,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gaddesden, 
Flamstead  and  Markyate. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1967  ••• 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 
31st  December,  1967  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ...  •••  ••• 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  19&7  . ..  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1967/68  •••  • •••  ••• 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 


Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  

98 

185 

Illegitimate  ... 

3 

13 

Total ! • • • • • • 97 

101 

198 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  estimated  population: 

13.8 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  estimated  population: 

14.5 

Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  ... 

- 

1 

Total  #••••»  2 

1 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still  births):  l4«4 


Deaths 

Males  54,  Females  78  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •• 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .. 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •• 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male 

Legitimate  ...  1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

Total :......  1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  30.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  32.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live-births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30.3 

Ter i-natal  Mortal ity  Rate  ...  ...  . . . • . • •••  •••  •••  44.8 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••••  30.3 


132 

9.2 

9.7 

Nil 


Female  Total 
5 6 


5 6 


14,310 

4,800 

£552,578 

£2,200 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 


Heart  and  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  ...  3.07 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.73 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.54 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.91 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis, 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  0,07 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  Registrar- General  * s estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1967  was 
14,310  as  compared  with  14,100  for  mid-1966.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  66  compared  with 
103  for  the  previous  year. 


Comparability  Factors 

Comparability  factors  in  respect  of  births  and  deaths  have  been 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  which  for  your  district  are  1.05  and 
1.05  respectively.  The  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates 
that  your  population  closely  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the 
standard  population  of  the  country. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net 
total  of  198  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  17 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  14.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  16.0  for  the  previous  year  and  17.2  for  England  and  Wales, 

Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  three  still  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  one  less  than  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate 
was  14.4  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  18.2  for  the 
previous  year  and  with  14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  132,  an 
increase  of  20  compared  with  the  previous  year* 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9. 7 per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  7»9  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  11.2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were: 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  30.3  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  23*3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.3  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


*-r-  ‘‘  r » * * * ■ • • . 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year  . . , . „ . ...  ...  ... 

1 

5 

6 

1-5  years  • . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,. 

- 

— 

«• 

5-15  years  ...  . . 

- 

— 

mm 

13-25  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

1 

3 

25  - 35  years  ...  

- 

1 

1 

35  - 45  years  ...  

2 

1 

3 

45  - 55  years  

3 

5 

8 

55  - 65  years ...  

13 

8 

21 

65  - 75  years  ...  ...  

15 

15 

30 

75  years  and  over  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

18 

42 

60 

All  Causes  ...  ... 

54 

78 

132 

Causes  of  Death  in  1967 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

_ 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  

1 

- 

1 

4.  Diphtheria  

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  cough  ... 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

- 

• 

9*  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

— 

- 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

8 

1 

9 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  

- 

2 

2 

13«  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

- 

1 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphaticneoplasms  . 

6 

5 

11 

15»  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

16.  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

6 

16 

22 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  ...  ... 

13 

17 

30 

19»  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

7 

8 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

3 

2 

5 

22.  Influenza  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

23.  Pneumonia  ...  ...  , ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

7 

5 

12 

24.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

25*  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

- 

- 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ... 

- 

- 

r 

27 • Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

1 

2 

3 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

- 

3 

3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

- 

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ... 

- 

- 

- 

31 • Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

2 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  deseases  • 

1 

11 

12 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

1 

3 

4 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

- 

2 

35*  Suicide  

1 

- 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  . . . 

ALL  CAUSES 

54 

78 

132 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1967 


Causes  of  Death 

nder  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

- 3 weeks 

- 4 weeks 

otal  under 

4 Weeks 

1-3  months 

r 

3-6  months 

CO 

+> 

C 

0 

G 

O' 

1 

vD 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

<M 

K\ 

H 

Prematurity . 

4 

. 

4 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

4 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Birth  Asphyxia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS z ••••••»• 

6 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


There  are  44  premises  dependent  on  private  water  supplies  for  drinking 
purposes.  The  majority  of  these  private  supplies  consist  of  boreholes  with 
pumps  and  tanks  which  give  a constant  piped  supply  in  the  house.  During  the 
past  year,  there  has  been  no  experience  of  inadequacy  of  supply  or  drying  up 
of  bores,  in  fact  there  has  been  evidence  that  the  water  tables  have  been 
higher  than  in  the  previous  two  or  three  years. 

Of  the  houses  still  with  private  supplies,  several  are  within  a short 
distance  of  a water  main  and  a few  have  main  supply  piped  to  their  boundary, 
ready  for  connection  should  their  own  supply  fail. 

Sampling. 

Of  the  19  water  samples  taken  in  1967}  5 were  of  the  main  supply.  One 
of  the  latter  proved  unsatisfactory.  It  is  thought  that  the  small  degree  of 
contamination  present  was  due  to  some  disturbance  in  the  water  main,  as  the 
sample  was  taken  following  complaints  of  turbidity.  Subsequent  samples 
proved  satisfactory.  The  water  company  were  informed  and  no  further  complaint 
was  reported. 

Twelve  water  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies,  and  results 
showed  three  supplies  to  be  suspect.  Two  of  these  were  re-sampled  with  satis- 
factory results,  and  the  third  is  now  being  investigated,  with  the  possibility 
of  a main  connection  being  the  outcome.  In  addition,  two  samples  of  water 
were  taken  from  ponds  used  to  house  aquatic  animals,  with  a view  to  possible 
tracing  of  infection. 

Rainfall. 

The  total  rainfall  for  1967  was  31.68  ins.  (1966,  31*58  ins).  - 158  days 
with  over  0.01  ins. , 130  days  with  over  0.04  ins.  The  wettest  month  was 
October,  5*60  ins.,  and  the  driest  was  August,  I.69  ins.,  although  June  had 
the  largest  number  of  days  without  rain.  The  rainfall  figure  was  3*1  ins. 
above  the  average. 
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Main  Water  Supplies 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied 
from  the  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 

(b)  By  Means  of 

Houses 

Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Bovingdon  .... 

3,235 

992 

3,232 

Nil 

Nil 

Flamstead  .... 

1,250 

413 

1,211 

Nil 

Nil 

Flaunden  .... 

237 

65 

231 

Nil 

Nil 

Great  Gaddesden 

1,053 

357 

978 

Nil 

Nil 

Kings  Langley 

4,675 

1,546 

4,663 

Nil 

Nil 

f h i nru=>r~  f'  i <=>  1 d . . 

1,690 

565 

1,689 

1 

1 

Markyate  .... 

2,460 

832 

2,460 

Nil 

Nil 

All  figures  are  estimated 


All  main  water  is  of  excellent  bacterial  quality  and  no  restrictions  were 
imposed  during  the  year.  Main  water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the 
following  authorities  :- 

Southern  Parishes  - Potten  End  and  Piccotts  End  - Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Northern  Parishes  - Luton  Water  Company. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Cesspool  Drainage. 

There  are  a few  areas  in  the  rural  district  where  premises  with  cesspool 
drainage  have  given  trouble.  These  areas  include  :- 


Flaunden  Lane,  Bovingdon. 

Bushfield  Road,  etc.,  Bovingdon. 

Water  End,  Great  Gaddesden. 

Felden,  in  Bovingdon  Parish. 

There  are  still  a large  number  of  premises  in  the  rural  district  with 
cesspool  or  septic  tank  drainage.  The  nuisances  from  these  installations 
are  mostly  experienced  during  wet  periods  and  after  snow-thaw. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  increased  the  number  of  free  services  for 
cesspool  emptying  to  domestic  premises  from  four  to  six. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  Council  disposed  of  one  old  1,100-gallon  cesspool  emptying  vehicle 
and  purchased  a new  1,500  gallon  tanker.  This,  with  the  1,100  gallon 
tanker,  copes  with  the  Council’s  requirements.  In  fact,  there  is  some 
spare  capacity  and  this  was  used  to  assist  Watford  Rural  District  Council 
in  the  Parish  of  Sarratt.  The  1,500-gallon  tanker  fitted  with  a volume 
guage,  enabled  considerable  cost  economies  to  be  achieved. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION  - Cont'd: 


Pail  Closets. 


There  are  still  about  10O  pails  being  emptied,  but  the  Council  has  decided 
to  virtually  terminate  the  service  in  1968.  The  recruitment  of  labour  for  this 
task  is  now  very  difficult. 

Main  Drainage  of  Chipperf ield. 

This  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  rapid  progress  was  made  to  eliminate 
many  of  the  troublesome  cesspools.  There  are  still  a considerable  number  of  pail 
closets  requiring  regular  emptying  in  the  village. 

Labour  Supply  for  Cleansing  Services. 

This  was  slightly  easier  during  the  year,  and  no  aeriouq  problems  of  recruit 
ment  arose.  There  is  still  an  underlying  difficulty  to  obtain  physically  fit  and 
useful  men  for  these  services,  a difficulty  common  throughout  the  South-East. 

Cost  of  Refuse  Collection. 

This  is  an  expensive  service.  The  great  cost  is  bound  up  with  the  awkward 
geographical  configuration  of  the  district,  the  necessity  of  giving  an  acceptable 
service  and  the  distance  of  disposal  facilities.  One  of  the  cost  factors  in 
refuse  collection  is  the  comparatively  low  rateable  value  of  the  great  majority 
of  premises  and  the  very  few  business  premises  and  shops  in  the  district. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  decided  that  the  time  had  come  when  a third 
vehicle  was  necessary  for  general  service. 

Sack  Storage  for  Refuse. 

An  experimental  scheme  using  free-standing  sack  holders  and  polythene  sacks 
was  installed  in  Chipperf ield.  Approximately  600  premises  were  supplied  in 
December.  The  purpose  of  the  scheme  was  to  improve  sanitary  conditions  and  to 
improve  the  working  conditions  of  the  collectors,  with  the  view  of  eventually 
improving  the  recruitment  of  labour. 

The  cost  of  this  method  of  storage  is  greater  than  the  conventional  dustbins 
but  other  advantages  outweigh  this  factor.  The  use  of  sacks  in  periods  of  bad 
weather  and  in  isolated  districts  is  particularly  rewarding. 

Litter  Baskets. 

These  are  collected  weekly  and  now  number  over  60.  This  is  another  useful 
application  of  sacks  and  enables  the  collection  to  be  carried  out  swiftly  by 
Land-Rover.  Associated  with  this  work  is  the  regular  cleansing  of  various 
bus  shelters. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected  in  the  rural  district  is  dumped  at 
Moor  Mill,  Radlett,  in  a commercial  tip.  No  particular  difficulties  have 
been  met. 

Trade  Refuse. 

No  special  charge  is  made  for  refuse  collected  from  shops  unless  twice 
a week  collection  is  demanded.  It  is  doubtful  if  charging  for  shop  waste 
would  be  worth  while,  but  the  time  spent  on  this  work  is  appreciable. 

Special  Refuse. 

By  decision  of  the  Council,  no  charge  is  now  made  for  collection  of 
waste  and  rubbish  accumulated  by  households  (except  builder's  rubbish). 

Until  the  full  effect  of  this  decision  is  made  known  to  the  public,  the 
implications  and  cost  of  the  service  cannot  be  assessed.  This  service  is 
essential  in  the  context  of  modern  living;  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
public  will  be  willing  to  bear  the  cost  on  the  rates. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION  - Cont'd: 


Old  Cars. 

The  removal  of  derelict  vehicles  is  carried  out  rigorously.  No  attempt 
is  made  to  recover  costs  involved  unless  blatant  disposal  is  made  on  public 
roads.  Owners  of  vehicles  are  not  traced  (the  work  involved  and  the  results 
obtained  would  not  justify  the  results). 

During  the  year,  42  cars  were  subject  to  notice.  6 cars  were  destroyed. 
In  addition,  a number  of  cars  were  brought  in  to  the  depot  for  disposal.  The 
work  of  disposal  is  carried  out  by  the  Council's  workmen  in  their  own  time 
and  for  their  own  benefit.  No  problems  have  arisen. 


PEST  CONTROL 

The  services  of  the  department  continue  to  be  fully  utilised.  Apart 
from  contracts  for  treatment  and  inspection  of  farms  and  business  premises 
(42  plus  5 Council  properties),  there  were  118  complaints.  These  complaints 
often  concerned  large  blocks  of  property. 

As  reported  before,  the  incidence  of  rat  infestation  in  the  countryside 
seems  definitely  on  the  increase.  The  days  of  rat  infestation  of  straw 
ricks  is  over,  and  combine  harvesting  produces  the  grain  directly,  but  in 
most  cases,  it  is  still  stored  on  farms  and  provides  food  for  vermin. 

Modern  methods  of  farming  tend  to  leave  quantities  of  food  in  the  fields. 

Apart  from  rats  and  mice,  the  department  dealt  with  squirrels,  rabbits, 
glis-glis,  flies,  cockroaches,  bees  and  wasps. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  ..... 

1 

(ii)  Factories  notincluded 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ....... 

53 

15 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises)  .. 

12 

8 

2 

TOTAL:  

66 

23 

4 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Number 

' of  Cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

Number  of 

Cases  in 

Referred 

which  pros- 
ecutions 
were  insti- 
tuted. 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  un- 
suitable or  defective:  ........ 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3*  Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
Visits  and  Inspections  (other  than  Food  Premises): 


Houses,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••»  ••»  •••  183 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Water  supply  ...  ...  32 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Caravan  sites . 95 

Public  cleansing  . . - ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  o..  ...  ...  ..„  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Miscellaneous  . > ...  123 

Interviews  ...  ...  109 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  2\ 

Pet  shops  and  animal  boarding  establishments  8 
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Notices  Served  for  Defects: 


During  the  year , 5 statutory  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  nuisances 
and  public  health  matters.  No  legal  action  was  required.  Premises  subject  to 
formal  and  informal  notices  amounted  to  37. 

Boarding  Kennels  and  Pet  Shops. 

Five  boarding  kennels  and  two  pet  shops  were  inspected  and  registered. 

No  difficulty  was  encountered. 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts  1928  and  1936: 

43  premises  were  registered  for  storage  purposes,  an  increase  of  one  on 
the  previous  year. 

Smoke  Nuisance. 

It  is  surprising  that  smoke  nuisance  should  figure  so  prominently  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  a Rural  District,  but  it  has  to  be  recorded  that  considerable 
trouble  arose  from  two  instances  :- 

(i)  Burning  of  rubbish  at  Widmore  Farm,  Gaddesden  Row. 

After  several  years  of  persuasion  and  threats,  the  matter  was  submitted 
by  a special  sub-committee  of  the  Council,  and  in  co-operation  with  the  County 
Council,  the  offender  was  invited  to  County  Hall,  where  the  position  was  out- 
lined in  no  uncertain  manner.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  nuisance  had  been 
abated,  but  continual  observation  will  be  required. 

(ii)  Black  smoke  emission  from  factory  chimney  of  John  Dickinson  & Co. 

Ltd. , Nash  Mills. 

On  several  occasions,  a pall  of  black  smoke  hung  over  the  district 
arising  from  mal-functioning  of  the  plant  at  Nash  Mills.  The  factory  is 
actually  in  the  Watford  Rural  District,  but  depending  upon  the  direction  of  the 
wind,  the  smoke  affects  this  district.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  position 
had  been  reached  when  serious  consideration  was  being  given  to  statutory  action. 


HOUSING 

Twelve  premises  were  made  subject  to  Closing  Orders,  Demolition  Orders 
and  Undertakings.  Four  of  these  were  demolished  by  consent  and  replaced  by 
new  dwellings,  one  remains  closed  and  the  others  were  subject  to  an  under- 
taking to  sell  on  becoming  vacant.  Two  cottages  by  agreement  were  subject  to 
negotiation  for  improvement  or  replacement.  One  row  of  5 sub-standard 
cottages  were  improved  by  agreement.  There  is  no  real  slum  problem  in  the 
rural  district,  but  from  time  to  time,  tenants  request  re-housing  from  somewhat 
unsatisfactory  houses  which  are  nevertheless  above  the  legal  standards,  where 
rents  are  unrealistic  or  where  the  cottage  is  tied  to  the  occupant's  job. 

Attempts  were  made  to  persuade  owners  of  rented  properties  to  take 
advantage  of  the  grants  available,  but  with  little  success.  During  the  year, 

17  standard  and  discretionary  grants  were  paid  for  the  improvement  of  old 
property. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were:- 
( a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick 

27 

1- be dr 00m  bungalows  (5) 
1-bedroom  flats  (4) 
3-bedroom  houses  (18) 

107 

37 


(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  ...  ...  ••• 

13 

1-bedroom  bungalows  (5) 
1-bedroom  flats  (8) 

136 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31*12.67  was  as  follows: 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.43  up  to  31*12.67: 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

Houses 

Markyate : 

Buckwood  Road  ... 

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and 
non- par lour 

Buckwood  Road  

23 

Arcon,  2-bedroom,  Temporary  (11) 

1-bedroom  bungalows  (12) 

Cowper  Road  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6l 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, 2-bedroom  and  1-bedroom 
flats. 

Home  Farm  Estate  

118 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom  houses; 
1-bedroom  flats. 

Kings  Langley: 

Rucklers  Lane  

36 

Uni-Seco,  2-bedroom,  temporary  (24) 
Brick,  3^-bedroom,  parlour  (12) 

Barnes  Estate  ...  ...  

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, and  2-bedroom 

Bury  Estate  • 

30 

Unity,  2-bedroom  bungalows 

Coniston  Road  ... 

6 

Brick,  2-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Wesley  Estate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

42 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour; 
2-bedroom  and  1-bedroom  flats. 

Edmund  Estate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

138 

3-bedroom  houses,  1 and  2-bedroom 
flats  and  bungalows. 

Waterside  ...  ... 

23 

3- bedroom  houses,  (3)  1-bedroom 
flats  (20) 

Flarastead:  ...  ... 

64 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroora,  parlour 
and  non- par lour;  Airey  and  Timber, 
3-bedroom,  parlour  hduses  (10) 
1-bedroom  flats  (8) 

Chipperf ield: 

Nunfield  ...  ...  , 

36 

Brick,  3- bedroom,  parlour  and 

) r/  • 

non-parlour , 2-bedroom  and  1-bed- 
room flats. 

Croft  Estate  ...  

44 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Croft  End  Road  ...  ...  ... 

9 

3- be  dr  00m 

Bovingdon: 

Hyde  Meadows  ...  ...  ...  ... 

129 

Brick,  Airey  and  Unity;  3-bedroom 
parlour  and  non- pari our 

Old  Dean  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

36 

2- bedroom  flats 

Bovingdon  ...  ... 

42 

3-be,J-oom  houses  and  1-bedroom  flats 

Gaddesden  Row: 

Jockey  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Great  Gaddesden  ...  ...  ...  ... 

32 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Flaunden  • $ § ?*•  ••• 

6 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced  but  not  completed  at  31 • 12* 67* 


Site 


No.  of 
Houses 


Type 


Number 

Commenced 


Number 

Completed 


Bovingdon: 

Vicarage  Lane  ...  ... 


19 


Gaddesden  Row: 

West  Dean  ...  ... 


3-bedroom  houses  (14) 
1-bedroom  bungalows  (5) 


3-bedroom  houses  (4) 
1-bedroom  flats  (4) 


14 


( c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e<  Schemes  about  which 

arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  3i» 12.67? 


Site 

Proposes 
No.  of 

Houses 

Type 

Bovingdon: 

Vicarage  Lane  ...  ...  ... 

34 

(Old  Persons'  flats  (33) 

Chipperfield: 

Croft  End  Road  ...  ... 

12 

(Warden's  flat  (1) 

(3- bedroom  houses  (4) 

Kings  Langley: 

Rucklers  Lane  

14 

(1-bedroom  flats  (8) 

(3-bedroom  houses  (6) 

Flamstead : 

Vicarage  Lane ... 

14 

(2-bedroom  flats  (8) 

(3-bedroom  houses  (6) 

(1-bedroom  flats  (8) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  19^7  •••••••  150 

C #|  y 

Caravans 

The  position  regarding  residential  caravans  was  materially  the  same  as  last 
year.  There  were  83  residential  caravans  in  the  district  (not  all  of  which  were, 
or  require  to  be,  licensed). 

The  three  major  sites  (Scatterdells  Lane,  Highcroft  and  Stagg  Farm)  gave  no 
particular  difficulty.  These  sites  are  inspected  several  times  a year,  and 
individual  caravans  at  least  once  a year. 

Travellers 

No  great  problems  have  arisen  during  the  year.  The  possibility  of  the  Council 
establishing  a site  for  "gipsies'*  was  abandoned.  The  only  feasible  site  (which 
would  have  been  expensive  to  run  and  which  would  have  caused  also  a number  of 
associated  problems)  was  abandoned  because  of  the  reluctance  of  the  owner  of  the 
land. 

The  County  Council  has  agreed  that  each  county  district  cannot  be  expected 
to  provide  suitable  sites  for  gipsies  and  is  conducting  a survey  of  suitable  sites 
throughout  the  county  for  general  use. 

When  units  of  one  or  two  caravans  settle  on  the  verges  of  the  roads  in  the 
northern  parishes,  the  police  or  other  factors  move  them  on  in  a week  or  so. 

The  department  then  clears  the  verge.  This  procedure  se«ms  the  only  reasonalbe 
course  to  adopt.  To  give  an  example  of  what  is  involved,  three  caravans 
occupied  half  an  acre  of  land  for  about  one  month  and  left  behind  about  20  cubic 
yards  of  rubbish. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Number  of  Food  Premises: 


Private  schools  serving  meals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Council  and  Church  schools  serving  meals  ...  ...  ...  10 

Hotels,  etc. , ...  ...  ...  ...  • ...  ...  4 

Public  houses  with  restaurants  ...  ...  2 

Public  houses  other  than  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  J>1 

Transport  cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Butchers  ...  ...  9 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Industrial  canteens  ...  ...  2 

Shops  selling  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 

ice-cream  (included  in  above)...  ...  ...  36 

Club  premises,  halls,  etc.  8 

Residential  homes  ...  2 


Number  of  Inspections  in  19&7  (excluding  slaughterhouse  visits): 


Bovingdon  and  Flaunden  ...  . ...  ...  ...  35 

Chipperfield  ...  23 

Kings  Langley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Great  Gaddesden  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ..  ...  ...  24 

Markyate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

F lams tead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 


Total  Inspections:  ...  ...  293 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  I960: 


No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with 

Regulation  16  (wash  hand  basins)  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

No.  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19 
applies  (facilities  for  washing  food 

and  equipment)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with 

Regulation  19  . • . ...  108 


Unsound  Food. 

There  have  been  few  examples  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  department. 
Each  complaint  has  been  carefully  investigated  but  no  legal  action  has  been 
necessary. 

Public  Houses. 

During  the  year  the  following  premises  were  improved  to  modern  standards :- 
Saracens  Head,  Kings  Langley,  and  The  Sun,  High  Street,  Markyate.  Improvements 
were  commenced  at  The  Bell,  High  Street,  Bovingdon. 

The  Council  opposed  the  renewal  of  the  licence  in  respect  of  "The  Chequers", 
Gaddesden  Row,  because  of  inadequate  sanitary  facilities,  and  the  premises 
were  closed.  Later,  they  were  leased  to  a tenant  (still  'tied*  to  a Brewer), 
the  necessary  drainage  and  toilet  improvements  were  carried  out,  and  the 
premises  then  re-opened. 
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Slaughterhouses : 


The  district  has  one  slaughterhouse.  The  number  of  inspections  required 
each  week  rose  from  an  average  of  two  a week  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  to 
three  in  the  last  five  months.  The  premises  are  used  by  various  persons  and 
the  inspection  of  meat  absorbs  time  and  travelling  out  of  proportion  to  that 
which  would  be  required  in  a large  establishment  situated  in  a town  with 
adequate  qualified  staff.  This,  of  course,  is  one  of  the  fundamental  problems 
of  meat  inspection  in  rural  districts.  To  achieve  100%  inspection  is  demanding, 
and  inspection  is  necessarily  linked  to  a fluctuating  trade. 

Comparison  of  Slaughtering  Figures,  1963  to  1967 • 

Figures  are  given  in  units :- 


Cattle 

= 5 units 

Calve a 

= 1.5  " 

Sheep 

= 1 unit 

Pigs 

= 1.5  units 

Year 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Total  increase  since 


No.  Killed 


4,845 

7.127 

7,810 

8,386 

8,654 

1963  - 3,809  units. 


Increase  over  Last  Year 


2,282 

683 

576 

268 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle  ex- 
cluding Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed  . 

240 

3 

1,012 

970 

3,967 

Number  Inspected.. 

240 

3 

1,012 

970 

3,967 

- 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  con- 

demned  ........... 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  .... 

60 

l 

2 

6 

14 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  .....o. 

25.0 

33.0 

0.4 

7.0 

0.4 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  con- 

dGRiriGd  Go*ooo4oo  0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

1 

31 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  by  tuber- 
culosis ....00.09 

0.4 

" 

0.8 
■ ■ ■■■■■ 

41 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  in  whole  or  in.  part:  Cont’d 


Cattle  ex- 
cluding Cows 


Cows 


Calves 


Sheep  & 
Lambs 


Pigs 


Horses 


Cysticercosis : 


Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  «... 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  .... 

Generalised  and  to- 
tally condemned  •• 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year; 


Disease 


Whooping  Cough  ... 

Measles  ...  

Infectious  Hepatitis 


Total 

cases 

Admitted 

to 

Deaths 

Notified 

Hospital 

3 

1 

nil 

144 

1 

nil 

4 

nil 

nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  ............... 

1 

2 

1-2  years  ...... ......... 

11 

2-3  years  

- 

17 

- 

3-4  years  

1 

23 

- 

4-3  years  

1 

23 

- 

3-10  years 

- 

64 

- 

10  - 13  years  

- 

- 

2 

15  - 25  years 

2 

- 

25  - 45  years  

- 

- 

1 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

1 

65  years  and  over  .......... 

- 

- 

— 

Age  unknown  

r> 

CL 

Total  cases  notified: 

3 

144 

4 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  1st  January,  19&7 . .. 

29 

22 

5 

9 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  transfers  in,  etc.)  ....... 

2 

3 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 

Register  during  the  year  

4 

5 

- 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 

21 

ET 

Q 

Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

27 

j 

7 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—1  yGcirs  ••••••oo# 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1—5  years  ......... 

- 

- 

— 

— 

5-10  years  • 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

15-20  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

20  - 25  years  . * 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

“ 

25  - 35  years  ....... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

35  - 45  years » 

“ 

- 

— 

— 

- - 

45  - 55  years  ....... 

— 

— 

— 

Ml 

55  ~ °5  years  

— 

65  and  upwards  ...... 

TOTALS : ....... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Annual  Report 


of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

1 . General  Statistics 

Area  . ...  ...  ...  . . * 1,982  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid  1967  ...  15,210 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

51st  December,  1967  ...  4,772 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1967  ...  ...  £785,882 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1967-68  •••  £3,093 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  116  105  221 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 8 16 

Total  ...  124  113  237 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  15*6 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 16.0 

Still  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  1 1 2 

Illegitimate - - 

Total  ...  1 1 2 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  8.4 

Deaths 

Males  73,  Females  98 ...  ...  ...  171 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  11.2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  12.1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes ...  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  - 2 2 

Illegitimate  ... 


Total  ...  — 2 2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births... ...  8.4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  9*0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.2 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.2 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.6l 

Cancer  ...  . » • ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.43 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respirat- 
ory System  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.71 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.34 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Re gistrar- General ' s estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1967  was 
15 j 210  as  compared  with  15,160  at  mid-1966.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  66. 

Comparability  Factors 

Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  1.03  and  1.08  respectively.  The  approximation 
of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  the  population  of  your  district 
closely  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard  population 
of  the  country. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  237  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  and  increase 
of  two  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.0  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the 
same  as  for  the  previous  year,  and  compared  with  17»2  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  two  still-births  were  registered 
during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  8.4  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 
births,  as  compared  with  16.7  in  the  previous  year  and  14.8  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  171  (73  males, 
98  females) , an  increase  of  26  on  the  total  for  the  year  1966. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  12.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  10.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.2  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were: 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases, 
and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system. 

Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  8.4  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  17*0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.3  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Under  1 year  ...  

1-5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  

5-15  years  

15-25  years  ...  . 

25-35  years  ...  . 

35-45  years  

45-55  years  ...  . . 

55-65  years  

65-75  years  

75  years  and  over  .„  ...  ...  . 


Males  Females  Total 


- 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

6 

6 

12 

12 

12 

24 

25 

20 

45 

27 

54 

81 

98 

171 

f J 

All  Causes 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1967 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  

— 

— 

«. 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  ...  ...  

1 

- 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  oe.  . 

- ’ 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  r 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  

— 

mm 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .. 

— 

— 

mm 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

- 

1 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ..  ... 

7 

4 

11 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

- 

4 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

- 

3 

3 

14. 

Other"  nialigu^  . "r;d  lymphatic  neoplasms  . 

7 

10 

17 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes  

- 

3 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ..  ... 

8 

12 

20 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  ...  ... 

14 

15 

29 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

5 

11 

16 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

6 

9 

22. 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  

- 

- 

- 

23* 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

7 

13 

24. 

Bronchitis  .«  ...  ...  ...  ...  

10 

3 

13 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

- 

- 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ..  ... 

- 

- 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . ...  

- 

- 

- . 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

- 

- 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortions  . ... 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

f i _ 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .. 

7 

10 

17 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

3 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

- 

3 

3 

35. 

Suicide  ...  

1 

1 

2 

ALL  CAUSES: 

73 

98 

171 

Infant  Mortality  in  19&7 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 

Town  Supply 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are 
the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company* 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at 
Berkhamsted  Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before  passing 
to  supply.  There  are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing  370,000 
gallons  and  the  other  300,000  gallons.  The  average  daily  water  consumption 
was  approximately  57  gallons  per  head. 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore  no  action  has  been  necessary  for  plumbo- 
solvent  contamination.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  does  not  exeed 
0.05  p.p.m.  (F). 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are  taken 
from  various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted  monthly  by 
this  Council  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Private  Supplies. 

A laundry,  one  factory  and  the  Council's  swimming  bath  obtain  water 
from  boreholes. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following  table :- 


Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

15,160 

4,809 

15,160 

- 

- 

Water  Samples  Taken  During  1967 


Number  of  Samples 


Description 
of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Exain. 

Chemical  Exam. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 
Chlorinated 

12 

11 

1 

Private  Supplies: 

— 

_ 

Swimming  Baths: 

20 

18 

2 

- 

Main  Water: 

Total 

Hardness  240 

p.p.m 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  four  swimming  baths  within  the  district. 

1.  Town  Bath.  An  open-air  swimming  bath  constructed  in  1925,  enlarged 
and  improved  in',  1965,  owed  and  managed  by  the  Council. 
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The  capacity  is  147,000  gallons  and  the  water  is  obtained  from  an 
80  ft.  borehole.  The  bath  is  emptied  and  re-filled  annually  prior  to  the 
swimming  season.  Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through 
sand  pressure  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal 
chlorination  is  used.  Proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment 
and  aeration  is  carried  out  after  chlorination. 

Eight  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all 
were  satisfactory. 

2.  Ashlyns  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  193^,  owned  and 
managed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and  used  by  the  staff  and 
pupils  of  the  School. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and 
re-filled  six  times  every  year.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand 
pressure  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  four  hours.  Marginal 
chlorination  is  carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  added  for  pH  adjust- 
ment. The  water  is  heated  by  a calorifier. 

Samples  are  taken  by  the  County  Council. 

3.  Berkhamsted  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1890, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and 
re-filled  annually  during  the  August  holidays.  The  capacity  is  40,000 
gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure 
sand  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  ten  hours.  Marginal  chlorination 
is  carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Ten  samples  were  taken  and  two  were  unsatisfactory. 

4.  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  constructed 
in  1935,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and 
re-filled  annually  prior  to  the  Summer  season.  The  capacity  is  80,000 
gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure 
sand  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal  chlorination 
is  carried  out  by  a chlorinator  using  chlorine  gas.  Proprietary  chemicals 
and  soda  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Two  samples  were  taken  and  both  were  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Purif ication  of  sewage  is  carried  out  at  the  Council's  sewage  disposal 
works.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  Grand  Union  Canal.  Nine  samples 
of  effluent  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  eight  complied  with  the 
recommended  standards. 

The  majority  of  premises  in  the  district  are  connected  to  sewers,  but 
there  are  approximately  110  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  are  emptied 
when  necessary  by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of  emptying  is 
recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties® 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 


Refuse  Collection. 

Refuse  is  collected  from  all  premises  weekly.  A charge  is  levied  on 
trade  premises  where  more  than  one  bin  load  per  week  is  collected. 
Accumulations  and  lumber  are  collected  from  private  dwelling  houses  for 
a set  charge  of  ten  shillings. 

The  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  has  been  successfully  continued  and  a 
regular  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained. 

The  pilot  scheme  for  paper  sack  refuse  containers  has  continued  to 
receive  a favourable  reception  from  householders  and  refuse  collectors. 
The  Council  has  resolved  that  all  new  Council  houses  shall  be  provided 
with  paper  sacks. 

Careful  consideration  was  given  to  the  Report  of  the  Working  Party 
on  Refuse  Collection.  For  the  main  part,  the  Council's  methods  comply 
with  the  recommendations  other  than  the  use  of  skeps.  This  method  has 
been  necessary  owing  to  shortage  of  labour  in  an  area  of  full  employment 
and  has  provided  the  most  advantageous  use  of  available  man- power. 
However,  in  the  light  of  the  Report  the  Council  have  resolved,  in 
principle,  to  implement  the  installation  of  paper  (or  plastic)  sacks  over 
a period  of  five  years  at  the  rate  of  1,000  premises  per  annum.  Due  to 
the  present  economic  situation,  the  date  of  commencement  of  the  scheme 
has  not  been  decided. 

Two  Dennis  Paxit  II  and  one  Shelvoke  and  Drowry  TZ  type  Packamatic 
vehicles  are  used  for  collection,  each  with  a crew  of  one  loader/driver 
and  three  men.  A Karrier  Dual  Tip  vehicle  is  kept  in  reserve.  One 
vehicle  will  be  replaced  in  1968. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  The  lease  of  a 
rented  plot  of  land  in  Bulbeggars  Lane  expired  on  31st  April,  19&7  and 
the  former  tip,  which  is  owned  by  the  Council,  is  again  being  used  for 
controlled  tipping.  Two  men  are  employed  and  a Bristol  Duplex  Tractor 
is  used  to  assist  compaction  and  control. 

In  order  to  discourage  indiscriminate  dumping  within  the  District, 
free  tipping  facilities  are  available*.  Unwanted  cars  can  be  taken  to  the 
tip  for  a charge  of  £3. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 
arrangements  have  been  made  at  the  tip  for  the  disposal  of  a small 
quantity  of  radio-active  waste,  but  none  has  been  received  during  the 
year. 

The  implications  of  Part  III  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967*  were 
considered  in  relation  to  the  provision  of  refuse  disposal  facilities, 
With  the  exception  of  an  amendment  to  the  Council's  policy  regarding 
unwanted  cars,  the  existing  facilities  comply  with  the  statutory 
requirements. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1 INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 

made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) ; 


1 Number 

V 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3j4  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

52 

l4l 

3 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises)  ...  

4 

21 

1 

TOTAL  

57 

163 

4 

3 

. 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Number  of 

defects 

cases  in  which 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Referred 

which  pros- 
ecutions 

Found 

Remed- 

ied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

were  insti- 
tuted. 

Sanitary  Conveniences- 
unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

— 

- 

- 

3.  OUTWORKERS  : - Nil 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

General, 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  

Housing  Acts  • • • ••• 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ... 

Water  supplies  and  sampling  visits  ... 
Drainage  and  sewerage  ......  ...  ... 

Cesspools  j:*  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Factories,  workplaces  and  building  sites 

Offices  and  Shops  Act  ••  

Offices  and  Shops  Act,  Accidents  

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Pests  Act  - rats  and  mice  ..  

Wasps ' nests  destroyed ••• 

Refuse  collection  « * 

Accumulations  

Refuse  disposal  

Swimming  baths  

Glis-Glis  infestation • ••  ••• 

Moveable  dwellings  

Insect  pests  ••  

Clean  Air  Act  • * •••  •••  ••• 

Smoke  Observations  • • • •••  

Noise  Abatement  •••  •••  

Sanitary  accomodation 

Cinema  

Water  courses  and  river  pollution  ••• 

Attendance  at  Court  

Pet  Animals  Act  

Farms  • • • • • • •••  « • * « • • 

Houseboats  • • • ••• 

Food  Premises 


124 

139 

75 

33 

219 

32 

163 

129 

8 

171 

18 

183 

57 

75 

42 

134 

38 

3 
42 
14 
12 

2 

13 

19 

4 
4 
4 
3 

16 

6 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  * l4l 

Butchers  ...  ...  146 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  75 

Canteens  13 

Confectioners  (flour)  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Confectioners  (sugar)  24 

Dairies  12 

Fishmongers  (wet  fish)  ...  ...  ...  77 

Fishfriers  16 

Greengrocers  47 

Grocers  ...  145 

Licensed  premises  ...  63 

Multiple  food  shops  ...  152 

Registered  ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  32 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  . 8 

Registered  preserved  food  premises  48 

School  kitchens  ...  ...  20 

Slaughterhouses  ...  75 

Mobile  food  vans  ...  10 

Food  inspection  visits  ...  47 


Notices 

Served  and 

Complied  With 

Outstanding 

31.12.66. 

Served 

1967 

Completed 

1967 

Outstanding 

31.12.67. 

Informal  ...  8 

54 

56 

6 

Formal  ...  1 

52 

1 

- 

Nuisances  Abated;  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 


Houses  a . . 98 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ...  ...  ...  18 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

A Pest  Destruction  Officer  is  employed  whose  services  are  shared  with 
Berkhamsted  R.D.C. 

During  the  year  200  infestations  of  brown  rats,  11  of  house  mice  and 
5 of  glis-glis  were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations,  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base  was 
used  for  poisoning.  Raticate  was  also  used  successfully  and  Alphakil 
against  mice. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses. 

Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  by  a private  contractor,  when  25  per 
cent  fluoracetamide  (108l)  was  used.  100  manholes  were  treated  and  10 
bodies  recovered. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Three  shops  are  registered  and  statutory  conditions  are  observed. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

The  Council  made  arrangements  for  the  burial  of  one  person  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  50  of  the  Act. 


Pigeon  Control 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  74  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1961 , a 
firm  of  contractors  was  employed  to  reduce  the  number  of  pigeons  by 
trapping.  A proportion  of  the  cost  was  recovered  by  voluntary  contributions 
from  occupiers  of  the  premises  mainly  affected. 

Houseboats 

Investigations  were  made  regarding  the  permanent  mooring  of  houseboats 
for  residential  purposes  alongside  the  towpath  of  the  Grand  Union  Canal, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  sewage  and  rubbish.  This  matter 
is  still  the  subject  of  correspondence  with  British  Waterways,  who  are  the 
Licensing  Authority. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  with  the 
Council  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  at  31st  December,  1967:- 


1 111  ~~  - 

Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of 

Registered 

Premises 

Number  of 

Persons  Employed 

Males 

Females 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  , . . 

60 

AGl 

711 

Retail  Shops  

122 

176 

421 

Wholesale  Shops  ...  ...  ... 

3 

14 

2 

Catering  Establishments  ...  ... 

14 

22 

43 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

- 

8 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

7 

- 

Totals: 

202 

680 

1*185 

This  table  does  not  include  premises  in  factories,  Crown  premises  and 
those  owned  by  Local  Authorities,  all  of  which  .are  registered  by  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories;  neither  does  it  include  approximately  one  hundred  shops  and 
offices  which  are  exempt  from  registration. 

Seven  accidents  were  notified  and  investigated.  Regrettably  one  of  these 
was  fatal  and  was  due  to  a faulty  electric  kettle.  This  was  referred  to  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  for  further  investigation  by  H.M.  Electrical  Inspector  of 
Factories,  who  will  be  advising  in  appropriate  quarters  regarding  the  situation 
in  this  case. 

A separate  annual  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed  an  Order  under 
paragraph  13  of  Schedule  1 from  1st  May,  1967,  which  has  had  the  effect  of 
securing  stricter  control  in  respect  of  a particular  area  of  land  in  Bank 
Mill  Lane. 


HOUSING 


Clearance  of  Sub-Standard  Houses: 

1.  32  - 4l  and  31  ~ 54  Gossoms  End 

Clearance  Orders  in  respect  of  these  houses  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
Minister. 

2.  1-22  Provident  Place  and  19  - 23  Holliday  Street 

Following  a Public  Enquiry,  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  confirmed  by 
the  Minister  in  respect  of  the  above  houses  (including  one  shop),  18  of  which 
were  unfit. 

3.  Eighty  houses  remain  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  programme. 

Improvement  Grants: 

1.  In  conjunction  with  the  Pyramid  Press,  a handbook  was  published  during  the 
year  which  is  available  to  all  interested  applicants. 

2.  Twenty  applications  were  considered  for  standard  grants,  eighteen  were 
approved,  and  sixteen  grants  totalling  £2,516  have  been  paid. 
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3»  ne  application  was  received  from  a Housing  Association  for  a discretionary 
grant  towards  the  conversion  of  two  houses  into  12  flats.  The  application  was 
approved  and  a grant  of  £5,080  paid. 


The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision  of 
Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  B.  E.  A.  Badman  :- 

"Lagley  - Old  Persons  Development. 

This  contract  was  successfully  completed  during  1967,  the  Warden's  flat 
and  Community  Block  being  occupied  in  June  1967,  just  prior  to  a formal  open- 
ing by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council.  Since  then  an  additional  helper's  flat 
has  been  created  by  adapting  two  rooms  of  the  Community  Block. 

Ashlyns  Estate  - Roads  and  Sewers  Contract. 

This  contract  was  completed  in  May  1967. 

Ashlyns  Estate  - Phase  1 Housi n g . 

A contract  was  awarded  early  in  1967  for  185  dwellings  (mainly  three- 
storey  blocks  of  flats)  and  work  is  proceeding,  the  first  lettings  being 
anticipated  in  early  autumn,  1968. 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were  :- 
(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick 

105 

3-storcy  flats 

37 

( b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  ...c...o.. 

36 

Flats  and  bungalows 

135 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12. 67  was  as  follows:- 
(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  to  31*12. 67. 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate 

30 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

Swing  Gate  Lane  Estate 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Victoria  Road  . ..  ... 

10 

Unity,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Durrants  Farm  Estate 

430 

Brick,  4-bedroom;  3-bedroom;  2-bedroom; 
Old  Persons  Bungalows;  single  persons 
flats. 

Westfield  Estate  (No.l) 

18 

Brick  houses  (14);  bungalows  (4) 

Westfield  Estate  (No. 2) 

80 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  Old  Persons 
Dwellings  and  flats. 

Westfield  Estate  (No. 3) 

104 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses;  1-bedroom 
bungalows,  1 and  2-bedroom  flats. 

"Lagley”  (conversion) 

7 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats. 

Billet  Lane  

39 

Flats  and  maisonettes. 

Douglas  Gardens  . . «. 

47 

Bungalows,  flats  and  flatlets. 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  completed 

at  31.  12.  67. 


Site 

No.  of 

Type 



No.  com- 

— 

No.  com- 

Houses 

menced 

pleted 

Ashlyns  ...  ...  ... 

I85 

Flats  and  houses 

108 

Nil 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  Houses,  at 
31st  December,  19^7 ...  . 417 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960 
Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  19^7 


Type  of  Premises 

No. 

No.  complying 
with 

Regulation  16 

No.  to  which 
Regulation  19 
Applies 

No.  Comply- 
ing with 
Regulation  19 

Bakehouses  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Butchers  ...  ...  ... 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Cafes,  etc.  ...  ... 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Canteens  

5 

5 

5 

5 

Clubs  ...  ...  ... 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Confectioners  - flour 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Confectioners  - sugar 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Dairies  ...  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fishmongers,  wet  ... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fishfriers  ...  ...  ... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Greengrocers  ...  ... 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Grocers  

19 

19 

19 

19 

Multiple  Food  Shops  ... 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Nursing  Homes 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Public  Houses  ...  ... 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Public  Houses  .(serving 

main  meals)  ...  ...  ... 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Registered  for  - 

(a)  sausage  making  ... 

6 

6 

6 

6 

(b)  ice-cream 

manufacture  

2 

2 

2 

2 

(c)  ice-cream  sale 

(Pre-packed)  ... 

37 

37 

- 

29 

School  Kitchens  ...  ... 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Slaughterhouses  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Note : 


Regulation  16  requires  personal  washing  facilities  to  be  provided; 

Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  to  be  provided. 
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Milk  Distribution 


All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested,  Tuberculin- 
Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Ultra  Heat  Treated* 

There  is  one  registered  dairy  and  six  retail  distributors  who  sell  milk 
which  is  bottled  or  cartoned  outside  the  district. 

Ice  Cream 

Thirty-seven  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream. 

The  ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary  brands* 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  manufacture.  One  of  these  is  limited 
to  the  manufacture  of  "soft"  ice  cream  only. 

One  sample  was  taken  and  was  satisfactory. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 
There  are  no  such  premises  within  the  district. 


Slaughterhouses 


Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  which  complies 
with  the  construction  regulations.  All  the  meat  is  inspected  after  office 
hours.  The  arrangements  with  Hemel  Hempstead  Borough  Council  for  a relief 
Meat  Inspector  were  continued  and  no  untoward  difficulty  was  experienced. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1967:- 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part : - 


Cattle 

Sheep 

i 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

206 

1 

758 

t 

Number  inspected 

206 

- 

1 

758 

- 

- 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 

losis  and  Cysticerci: 

V/hole  carcases  condemned  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 
Percentage  of  the  number  ins- 

61 

- 

- 

34 

- 

- 

pected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  ....... 

29.6 

- 

- 

4.5 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  only: 

V/hole  carcases  condemned. ... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

' 

' 

Percentage  of  the  number  ins- 

pected  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Carcases  an  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part:- 
Cont/- 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Piqs 

Horses 

Lambs 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  .... 



- 

im 

tm 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council's  refuse 
tip.  The  following  were  also  dealt  with  after  voluntary  surrender  :- 


Meat  and  Offal  from  Slaughterhouse 

Other  meat  and  offal  

Bacon  

Fish  . 

Cream  

Black  Pudding  

Meat  Pies  . 

Cheese  

Haggis  

Crumpets 

Canned  Food  

Frozen  Food  

Cakes  

Short  Pastry  

Flour 

Sugar 

Milk  Powder  

Baker's  Chocolate  


876  lbs 
141  lbs 
642  lbs 
298^  lbs 
10  lbs 
4 lbs 
234 

ll|  lbs 
21 
30 

1,539  tins 
2,497  packets 
3,094 

56  lbs 
10,320^  lbs 
1,284  lbs 
56  lbs 

161  lbs 


It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  frozen  foods  were  unfit  due  to  refrigerator 
failures  and  the  last  six  items  were  unfit  due  to  contamination  by  disinfectant. 


Prosecutions  and  Food  Complaints 

1.  Proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  a bakehouse.  Nine  charges 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  made  and  pleas  of  "guilty"  were  sub- 
mitted. 

Penalties  totalled  £90  plus  18  guineas  costs. 

2.  A tin  of  South  African  peaches  containing  a matchbox,  cigarette  ends  and 
matches  was  sold  to  a customer.  A warranty  defence  was  successfully  entered 
by  the  retailer  and  the  charge  against  the  canner  could  not  be  heard  as  the 
place  of  canning  was  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  British  Courts. 

3.  A pre-packed  loaf  containing  a medical  dressing  was  sold  to  a customer. 

The  retailer  successfully  submitted  a warranty  defence,  the  manufacturer 
entered  a plea  of  "guilty"  and  was  fined  £15  with  7 guineas  costs. 

4.  A pre-packed  gingerbread  cake  affected  with  green  mould  was  sold  to  a 
customer.  The  cake  was  sold  outside  the  time  limit  stipulated  by  the 
manufacturer.  The  retailer  pleaded  "guilty"  and  was  fined  £5  with  5 guineas 
costs. 

5.  Eleven  other  complaints  relating  to  food  were  considered  and  three  warning 

letters  were  sent.  _Q 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Tables  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough  . . . „ • 

4 

- 

Nil 

Measles  . . ........ 

320 

4 

Nil 

Erysipelas  ........... . . . • 

2 

- 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Under  1 year 

. 

1-2  years  

- 

24 

- 

2-3  years  ................ 

- 

39 

- 

3-4  years  «... 

- 

4l 

- 

4-5  years  

- 

58 

- 

5-10  years  ............... 

1 

135 

- 

10  13  years 

3 

14 

- 

15  - 25  years 

- 

1 

- 

25  - 45  years  

- 

2 

- 

45  - 65  years 

- 

- 

1 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

1 

Age  unknown  

- — 

6 

““ 

Total  cases  notified: 

! 4 

320 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  the  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 

Register  at  1st  January 

1967  

29 

44 

3 

5 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e. 
transfers  in,  etc).  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year  . . . ...  ... 

7 

7 

_ 

— 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  ...  ... 

24 

39 

3 

6 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years 

• • • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  " 

• • • • 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  » 

• • • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  » 

• • • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  " 

• • • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25  " 

• • • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

7 

- 

- 

25  - 35  " 

• • • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  " 

• • • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  " 

• • • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

7 

- 

55  - 65  " 

• • • • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

7 

- 

65  and  upwards  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown 

• • • • 

Totals: 

• • • 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 



- 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1*  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Aldbury,  V/igginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten  End) 
and  Little  Gaddesden,  which  comprises  an  area  of  17,572  acres. 


Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1967  • ••  • ••  •••  •••  6,560 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1967  •••  •••  •••  ...  . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,l6l 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1967  •••  •••  £268,644 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ..  ...  ...  £1,052 


Live  Births: 


Legitimate  • 
Illegitimate 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Male 

45 

4 


Total : ...  ...  49 


Female 

39 

5 

44 


Total 

84 

9 

93 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  14.2 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  15«3 


Still  Births: 

Legitimate  • 
Illegitimate 


Male  Female 

2 


Total :.....«  2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births  21.1 


Deaths: 

Males  40,  Females  35  • •••  •••  75 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  11.4 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  11.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Total 

2 


2 


Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 2 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  - 


Total 1 2 3 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  35»7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ..  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32.3 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32.3 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52.6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3*63 

Cancer  1.83 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1»37 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  • ••  •••  1.83 

'i 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1967  was  6,560 
compared  with  6,570  at  mid-1966,  The  natural  increase  of  the  population  last 
year,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  18. 


Comparability  Factors 

Comparability  factors  in  respect  of  births  and  deaths  have  been  supplied 
by  the  Registrar- General  and  for  your  district  are  1.08  and  O.98  respectively. 
These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied 
so  as  to  make  the  rates  comparable  with  the  adjusted  rates  for  other  areas  and 
with  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  your  population 
closely  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard  population  of  the 
country. 

Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  after 
allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  93*  a decrease  of  5 on  the 
previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  15»3  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  15«9  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  17.2  for  England  and  Wales. 


Still  Births 

Two  still-births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still-birth  rate 
was  21.1  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  Nil  in  the  previous 
year  and  14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  75?  (males  40,  females  35) 
an  increase  of  two  as  compared  with  i960. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  10.9  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.2  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were  : 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases  and 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  32.3  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
10.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups. 


Under 

1 

year  ... 

1 

- 

5 

years 

5 

- 

15 

years 

15 

- 

25 

years 

25 

- 

35 

years 

35 

- 

45 

years 

45 

- 

55 

years 

55 

- 

65 

years 

65 

- 

75 

years 

75 

years 

and  over 

Male  Female  Total 

I 2 3 

II  2 

- 1 1 

1 - 1 


2 1 3 

2 1 3 

8 1 9 

11  5 16 

14  23  37 


ALL  CAUSES  


40  35  75 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1967 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ...  . ..  , , , ...  . ,. 

ia 

_ 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . ..  , ..  ... 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  . . ...  ...  ...  . .,  , 

— 

mm 

5»  Whooping  Cough  , . , . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

_ 

6.  Meninqococcal  infections  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

7»  Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  

8.  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9«  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ••  ... 

- 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

— 

_ 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  

3 

- 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

1 

1 

13»  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

mm 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

5 

3 

8 

15»  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• 

mm 

16.  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  

1 

1 

17»  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  ... 

4 

5 

9 

l8.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

10 

3 

13 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0, 

2 

4 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

3 

5 

22.  Influenza ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia  ...  

2 

5 

7 

24.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

1 

4 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  systems  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

- 

- 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

29 • Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

31 • Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  deseases  

4 

5 

9 

33 • Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

- 

1 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  

1 

2 

3 

33*  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  . . ... 

1 

- 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  ...  ... 

' 

' 

ALL  CAUSES 

40 

35 

75 

65 


Infant  Mortality  in  1967 
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Prematurity  

2 

, 

, m 

2 

2 

Congenital  malformations  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Total : ............... 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  parishes  of  Aldbury,  Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton  are  supplied  by  the 
Bucks  Water  Board. 

The  parishes  of  Little  Gaddesden,  Potten  End  (including  the  hamlet  of 
St  Margarets)  and  Northchurch  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

It  is  understood  that  the  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supplied  by  the 
Bucks  Water  Board  is  less  than  0.1  parts  per  million  and  that  the  water  supplied 
by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has  a fluoride  content 
of  not  more  than  0.2  parts  per  million. 

Routine  sampling  of  water  supplies  for  bacteriological  examination  was 
commenced  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table  :- 


Parish 

Population 
( approx) 

(a)  Supply  direct 
to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Aldbury  .......... 

1,000 

297 

1,000 

Little  Gaddesden. . 

1,145 

348 

1,145 

... 

Nettleden  (with 

Potten  End) ...... 

1,207 

397 

1,207 

Northchurch. ...... 

1,134 

352 

1,134 

— 

Tring  Rural. 

966 

279 

937 

- 

29 

Wigginton 

1,  161 

372 



1.161 

- 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  privately-owned  swimming  bath  at  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall,  is  open  to  the 
public  and  is  used  by  a number  • f schools  within  the  District  and  surrounding  area. 
The  bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water,  and  has  a chlorination  plant  and  continous 
sand  pressure  filtration.  A heating  unit  was  installed  during  the  year. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 
Aldbury,  Northchurch  and  V/igginton: 

Preparation  of  a sewerage  scheme  to  serve  the  villages  continues,  and  it 
is  hoped  to  be  in  a position  to  apply  for  Ministry  approval  during  the  coming 
year. 

Little  Gaddesden; 

Following  a survey  of  the  existing  drainage,  the  Council's  Consulting 
Engineers  were  asked  to  investigate  in  greater  detail,  alternative  methods 
of  providing  a comprehensive  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  for  the  Little  Gaddes- 
den area.  The  Consulting  Engineers'  report  was  received  during  1967  and  as 
a result  of  that  report,  they  were  instructed  to  seek  the  permission  of  the 
Berkhamsted  Urban  District  Council  to  an  investigation  into  the  financial 
implications  of  a scheme  involving  an  outfall  to  the  Urban  District  Council's 
existing  sewerage  works  and  the  cost  of  any  extension  to  those  works  which 
such  a discharge  might  necessitate. 


Nettleden  with  Potten  End: 


The  village  of  Potten  End  was  sewered  in  1963  and  practically  all  those 
properties  which  are  on  the  line  of  sewer  have  been  connected.  The  village 
of  Nettleden  has  not  been  sewered. 

Tring  Rural: 

The  preparation  of  the  sewerage  scheme  is  practically  complete.  Ministry 
approval  has  been  obtained  and  tenders  will  be  invited  early  in  1968. 

Cesspool  Emptying: 

Three  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  are  in  operation.  The  Council's 
Surveyor  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  service  and  the  work 
continues  to  be  a very  essential  service  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a major  part 
of  the  area  is  without  main  drainage. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal: 

A fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Berkhamsted 
Rural  District  Council.  During  the  year,  the  Council  considered  the  question 
of  a weekly  collection  service  but,  for  financial  reasons,  decided  against  the 
implementation  of  a weekly  collection  service. 

Collection  is  by  way  of  a Shelvoke  & Drewry  18  cu.yd  Refuse  Lorry  with 
a three-man  crew.  Disposal  is  effected  by  controlled  tipping,  using  a tracked 
angle  dozer.  The  disposal  staff  consists  solely  of  the  angle  dozer  driver. 

A small  staffroom  is  provided  at  the  refuse  tip  for  use  by  the  refuse  collectors 
and  disposal  staff. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 

Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors); 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. ........ • 

10 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

1 

1 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers ' premises) ............ 

Total : 

11 

7 

1 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  OUTWORKERS : 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  . ...  ...  ...  1 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections; 

General ; '• 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  66 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  .. ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  •••  ... 

Problem  families  and  old  people  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....... 18 

Keeping  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  6 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  8 

Animal  boarding  establishments  ...  ...  ...  2 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  7 

Pests  Acts  - rats  and  mice  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,341 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 


Food  Premises: 


Butchers'  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . »,  ...  ...  2 
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Food  Premises:  Cont'd 

Restaurants  . 2 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  •••••••••••.  5 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  8 

Food  inspection  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  V/ith 


Outstanding 

31.12.66. 

Served 

1967 

Completed 

1967 

Outstanding 

31.12.67 

F or mal  ... 
Informal 

, 1 

15 

14 

1 

14 

15 

16 

14 

15 

15 

Offices , 

Shops  and  RailA\ray 

Premises 

Act,  1963 

There  have 
the  year. 

been  no  new  registrations  under  the  above 
The  registered  number  of  premises  remains 

Act  during 
, therefore, 

the  course 
at  l6.  At 

least  one  visit  has  been  made  to  each  registered  property.  Only  very  minor 
infringements  of  the  Act  were  noted  and  such  infringements  were  in  most  cases 
immediately  remedied. 

No  accidents  were  reported  under  the  Act. 


HOUSING 

The  purchase  of  sites  and  development  of  existing  sites  for  Council  housing 
are  proceeding  as  follows:- 

Potten  End:  Housing  development  at  V/ulff's  nursery  land  and  adjoining  land 

was  completed  and  the  properties  occupied  early  in  1967*  The  development 
resulted  in  8 semi-detached  3-bedroom  houses,  and  two  blocks  each  containing 
four  1-bedroom  flats  for  aged  persons,  and  two  3-bedroom  houses. 

V/ilstone : Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  approval  was  given  to 

the  design  and  layout  of  eight  3-bedroom  houses  and  four  1-bedroom  flats,  being 
the  first  phase  of  a scheme  for  forty  dwellings  on  Poulton's  land,  Wilstone. 
Subsequently,  some  delay  occurred  in  obtaining  planning  permission.  This  was 
given  on  the  l8th  August,  1967. 

On  the  7th  December,  1967  the  Surveyor  reported  completion  of  detailed 
drawings  and  Bills  of  Quantities  for  the  road  and  sewers,  etc.,  and  was  instructed 
to  obtain  tenders. 

l/igginton:  Planning  permission  has  been  obtained  for  the  erection  of  twenty- 

four  houses  at  Common  Field,  Uigginton,  which  would  complete  the  Fieldway, 

Wick  Road,  Highfield  Road  and  Common  Field  Estate.  The  Surveyor  has  advised  the 
Council  that  a more  economic  layout,  having  regard  to  the  Ministry's  Cost 
Yardstick,  could  be  achieved  and  this  is  being  investigated  by  the  Surveyor. 

Little  Gaddesden:  Inability  to  meet  planning  requirements  forced  the  Council 
to  abandon  proposals  to  purchase  and  develop  land  adjoining  the  Bridgewater 
Arms  Car  Park  at  Little  Gaddesden.  Subsequently,  the  Council  purchased  1-3 
Bede  Houses,  and  plans  are  well  advanced  for  their  demolition  and  the  re- 
development of  the  site  to  accomodate  approximately  20  one-bedroom  bungalows 
suitable  for  occupation  by  elderly  persons. 

Aldbury : In  1965,  the  Council  purchased  12  sub- standard  cottages  known  as 

Maunders  Row,  with  a view  to  obtaining  their  improvement  and  renovation.  The 
scheme  of  conversion  and  modernisation  was  prepared  to  provide  two  1-bedroom 
cottages  suitable  for  aged  persons  and  five  3-bedroom  cottages.  This  work  is 
nearing  completion  and, with  the  exception  of  one  2-bedroom  cottage,  all  the 
improved  dwellings  re-occupied.  A very  small  amount  of  work  remains  to  be 
completed  in  respect  of  the  unoccupied  2-bedroom  cottage. 

Planning  consent  for  the  erection  of  twelve  houses  with  access  via  the 
Stoneycroft  estate,  was  granted  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  on  the  5th 
October,  1967. 
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Under  the  provisions  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959)  the 
following  Improvement  Grants  were  approved 

Number  No.  of  Houses  Total  Amount 

Discretionary  Grants  9 9 £3)121 

Standard  Grants  5 3 £630 


During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were 
(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Br i ck 

Nil 

1 u 

(b)  Completed: 

Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick:  

18 

10  3-bedroom 
houses;  8 1-bed 
room  flats 

17 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31. 12.67.  was  as  follows:- 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to  31. 12. 67. 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Wigginton: 

Wick  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

16 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Fieldway  

8 

3-bedroom 

Che  sham  Road  . 

6 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Highfield  Road  ...  ...  ... 

14 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Commonfield  ...  ...  ...  ... 

8 

1-bedroom  bungalows 

Aldbury : 

Malting  Lane  ...  

4 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Stoneycroft  ...  ...  ...  ... 

12 

3-bedroom 

Berryfield  ...  ...  ...  ... 

8 

3-bedroom 

Trooper  Road  ...  

8 

2-bedroom 

Wi 1st one : 

New  Road  

Ma  in  St  rp  ot  ....  -r-r  r t.T 

4 

2 

3-bedroom 

Orchard  Pl^ce  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

3-bedroom  houses  and  1-bedroom  flats 

Little  Gaddesden: 

Cromer  Close  ...  ...  ...  ... 

30 

3- bedroom 

Long  Marston: 

Tring  Road  

8 

3-bedroom 

Bromley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

28 

3 and  4- bedroom  houses;  1 and  2- 
bedroorn  bungalows 
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Cont'd 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Northohurch: 

Dudswell  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

3-bedroom 

Potten  End: 

Vicarage  Road  ...  ...  ...  ... 

10 

3- be  dr  00m 

Hedgeside  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

29 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  1-bed- 

room  bungalows 

6 

1 — bpdr<"><~>m  bungalows 

Home  Field  ...  ...  ...  ... 

18 

3-bedroom  houses  (10);  1-bedroom 

flats  (8) 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about  which 
arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31 • 12. 66. 


Aldbury  , 

Wigginton 

Wilstone 


Proposed  No. 
of  Houses 

Type 

12 

3-bedroom  houses  (8) ; 1-bedroom 

flats  (4). 

24 

3-bedroom  houses. 

12 

3-bedroom  houses  (8)  and  1-bedroom 

flats  (4). 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1967 


263 


Caravans 

There  are  three  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District  as  follows: 


Northchurch  (The  Limit)  ...  ...  •••  ...  *•*  •••  •••  •••  50  caravans 
Wigginton  (Beech  Park,  formerly  Happy  Days)  ...  ...  ...  32  caravans 
Wigginton  (Elroban)  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  4 caravans 


Beech  Park,  Wigginton: 

The  ownership  of  this  caravan  site  changed  hands  during  the  previous  year 
and  the  new  owner  has  made  application  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  i960,  for  permission  to  increase  the  number  of  caravans.  The 
problem  of  drainage  is  one  of  considerable  difficulty.  Difficulty  has  also 
been  experienced  in  that  the  site  owner  has  failed  to  maintain  regular  emptying 
of  the  existing  cesspool  which,  consequently,  has  from  time  to  time  overflowed 
on  to  the  surface  of  the  adjoining  ground.  The  cesspool  is  sited  more  or  less 
in  the  centre  of  the  site  and  this  recurring  overflow  of  crude  sewage  has  caused 
considerable  concern  by  reason  of  its  very  great  potential  hazard  to  the  health 
of  the  site  residents.  These  conditions  existing  during  a period  when,  for 
reasons  connected  with  the  change  of  ownership,  site  licence  conditions  were  not 
enforceable,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  matter  of  a site  licence  is 
finalised  and  the  requirements  of  the  Caravan  Sites  & Control  of  Development  Act, 
i960  can  be  imposed,  the  site  licence  conditions  will  have  some  influence  in 
preventing  a recurrence  of  this  serious  public  health  hazard. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  Rural  District.  Animals 
purchased  by  local  butchers  are  slaughtered  in  an  adjoining  area,  but  t;he  majority 
of  the  meat  offered  for  sale  is  supplied  by  the  wholesale  meat  trade. 
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Food  Premises 


Subsequent  to  visits  made  in  connection  with  food  premises  and  mobile  food 
shops,  etc.,  several  informal  notices  were  served.  In  most  cases  works  were 
immediately  put  in  hand  to  obtain  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960. 

Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1966  :- 


Type  of  Premises 

No. 

No.  Complying 
with  Regula- 
tion l6. 

No.  to  which 
Regulation 

19  applies. 

No.  Complying 
with  Regula- 
tion 19. 

Bakshnusps  ......ir.1....TrttfttltT 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 0 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Grocers  & Greengrocers 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Greengrocers  (not  included  above) 

i 

- 

1 

1 

Sugar  Confectionery  (Sweets)  .... 

3 

3 

2 

3 

Li  censed  premises  

13 

15 

13 

13 

Licensed  premises  serving  main 

meals  (Included  in  above)  ...... 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream 

( pre-packed) 

9 

9 

9 

9 

School  kitchens  

7 

7 

7 

7 

Mursing  home  

1 

1 

1 

1 

^oie ; Regulation  16  requires  personal  washing  facilities  to  be  provided. 

Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  to  be 
provided. 

Exemptions;  An  Exemption  Certificate  authorising  exemption  from  the  requirements 
of  Sections  15,  16  (l),  16  (2)  and  19  is  in  force  in  respect  of  a storage 
building  used  solely  in  connection  with  a mobile  greengrocery  shop0  Water 
is  obtained  from  a standpipe  in  the  adjoining  yard  and  hand  washing  facilities  are 
provided  in  the  mobile  shop.  The  trader  is  a self-employed  person  with  no  assistants. 


Cancellation  of  Registration  of  Premises  - Sale  of  Ice-cream: 

During  the  year,  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  Council  cancelled  the  Registra- 
tion for  the  Sale  of  Ice-cream  in  respect  of  premises  where  that  part  of  the  business 
previously  used  as  a restaurant  had  been  incorporated  with  garage  accomodation. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Disease. 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Uhooping  Cough  • » . ...  . . . . , . . , , . , . 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  ...  ...  •••  , . . ...  Mf  . ..  . 

115 

1 

Nil 

Erysipelas  •••  ...  ...  • • * ...  ...  ... 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  . ...  , 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

V/hooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  •••  ...  • • • . * • . . . • • « . . • • • • • « . 

; - 

- 

— 

- 

1-2  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

- 

7 

- 

- 

2-3  years  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ...  ...  . .. 

- 

19 

jt 

- 

3-4  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ......  ... 

- 

16 

- 

- 

4-5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ......  ...  ... 

- 

12 

- 

- 

3-10  years  ...  ...  ...  » ......  ... 

4 

57 

- 

- 

10  - 13  years  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

3 

- 

5 

13  - 23  years ....  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

23  - 43  years  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

43  - 63  years  ••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

1 

- 

63  years  and  over  ...  ...  ••  •••  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

““ 

*• 

— 

Total  Cases  Notified  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

115 

1 

5 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year  :- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 

1st  January,  19&7  

17 

12 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  ...  ...  ... 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register 
other  than  by  notification  (i-.e. 
transfers  in,  etc.)  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 

Register  during  the  year  ...  ... 

2 

3 

- 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 

Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 

16 

9 

- 

- 

New  Cases  . •••  ...  Nil 

Deaths  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •».  Nil 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


I.  General  Statistics 


Area •••  • ••  •••  4,407  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  rnid-1967  7,990 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1967.  . ..  . ..  . . . . . ..  2,717 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1967  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  £311 ,825 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1967/68  ...  ...  ...  £1,235 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female 


Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81  92 

Illegitimate  5 

Total • ...  . . . 88  92 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  22.3 


Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  22.0 


Still  Births: 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female 
1 


Total :......  ” 1 


Total 

173 

5 


178 


Total 

1 


1 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  5*6 
Deaths : 

Males  32,  Females  32  •••  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ... 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  • • • •••  

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 - 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ......... 


64 

8.0 

9.1 

Nil 


Total:  ...  1 - 1 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5*6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  5*8 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  0.0 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5*6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  3*38 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.88 

Cancer  ......  2*25 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  ...  ...  ...  O.63 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1967  was  7? 990 
as  compared  with  7*740  at  mid-1966.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population 
last  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  114. 

Comparability  Factors 

The  comparability  factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  births 
and  deaths  are  0.99  and  1.13  respectively.  When  the  crude  birth  and  death 
rates  are  multiplied  by  these  factors,  an  adjusted  rate  is  obtained  which 
allows  comparison,  not  only  with  the  rates  for  previous  years,  but  equally 
with  similar  rates  for  other  areas,  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a 
whole.  Adjusted  rates  are  always  strictly  comparable  whereas  crude  rates 
are  not. 

The  need  for  these  adjustments  arises  from  the  differences  in  age  and  sex 
distribution  in  different  areas.  The  factors  confirm  the  continued  increase 
in  the  numbers  in  the  younger  age  group. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  178  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  an  increase 
of  eighteen  as  compared  with  1966. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  22.0  pier  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  as 
compared  with  20.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  17*2  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  one  still-birth  was  registered  during  the 
year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  5»6  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as 
compared  with  18.4  in  the  previous  year  and  with  14.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  64,  an  increase  of  two  on 
the  total  for  the  year  1966. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  9,1  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  same  as 
for  the  previous  year  and  with  1102  for  England  and  V/ ales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  impnftance  were  :- 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  5*6  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
6.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.3  for  England  and  Wales. 


Infant  Mortality  in  1967 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1967 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  •••  ...  

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

3*  Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

3«  Whooping  cough  ...  

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7°  Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ...  ......  ... 

1 

- 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ...  ...  ... 

6 

1 

7 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

13«  Malignant  neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  

3 

6 

9 

13*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  

- 

- 

- 

16.  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

17«  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

1 

3 

6 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

5 

14 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .........  ... 

- 

- 

- 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

5 

7 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ••••••••.  ...  ... 

3 

3 

6 

22.  Influenza  ...  ...  .........  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

23*  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

24.  Bronchitis  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

25*  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  

- 

- 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ......  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

27*  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

29 • Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ...  

- 

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

31*  Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ... 

1. 

- 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ...  ... 

3 

2 

5 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

34.  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ......  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  ...  ...  ... 

ALL  CAUSES 

32 

32 

64 
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Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year  * . . 
1-5  years  . • . 
5-15  years  ... 
15  - 25  years 
25  - 35  years 
35  - ^5  years 
45  - 55  years 
55  - 65  years 
65  - 75  years 
75  years  and  over 


All  Causes 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

10 

6 

16 

6 

9 

15 

10 

14 

24 

32 

32 

64 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water 
Board  and  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year.  The 
water  for  the  area  is  derived  from  wells  and  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk 
at  New  Ground,  Dancers  End  and  Hawridge. 

Twenty-six  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  raw  water  and 
fifty-one  examinations  of  the  treated  water  including  samples  taken  from 
consumers'  taps®  All  samples  were  free  from  coliform  organisms  in  100  mis. 
The  chemical  analysis  was  satisfactory*  The  water  is  not  plumbo- solvent 
and  no  contamination  of  the  supply  was  detected. 


The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses 
and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains 


(a)  Supply 

direct  to  houses 

(b)  Supply  by 

Population 

means  of  standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

7,990 

2,569 

7,990 

- 

- 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  within  the  Urban  District.  The  nearest 
public  swimming  baths  are  at  Ringshall,  Berkhamsted,  Aylesbury  and  Amersham. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

A tender  was  accepted  for  425  yards  of  foul  sewer  to  serve  17  houses  in 
Icknield  Way  which  will  enable  the  unsatisfactory  septic  tanks  to  be  eliminated. 
This  work  will  be  carried  out  during  19 68. 

The  discharge  of  certain  farm  and  trade  effluents  into  the  foul  sewerage 
system  continued  to  impose  a heavy  load  on  the  treatment  plant  at  the  sewage  works. 
An  extensive  trade  waste  survey  was  carried  out  at  one  farm  and  new  drainage 
arrangements  were  provided  at  one  factory.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  discus- 
sions on  the  future  volume  and  strength  of  trade  effluents  were  -nearing  conclusion* 

The  Council's  consulting  engineers  had  preliminary  consultations  with  their 
consulting  chemist  and  with  the  Thames  Conservancy  on  the  type  of  additional 
treatment  facilities  to  be  provided  at  the  disposal  works. 

During  the  year  the  detailed  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  villages  of 
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Wi 1st one  and  Long  Marston  in  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  was  approved. 
This  scheme  provides  for  the  treatment  of  the  foul  sewage  from  a population 
of  1,300  at  this  Council's  disposal  works. 


The  arrangements  made  with  a neighbouring  Local  Authority  for  emptying 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks,  at  the  owner  or  occupier's  expense,  continued  to 
operate  satisfactorily. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  Miswell  Farm  refuse  tipj  which  had  been  in  use  for  some  35  years, 
was  closed  in  July,  and  the  refuse  has  since  been  transported  20  miles  to  a 
private  tip  at  Radlett  by  the  new  refuse  collection  vehicle  which  has  a capac- 
ity of  19  cu.  yd.  air  space  and  equipment  to  compress  the  refuse.  This  vehicle 
was  delivered  in  June  and  it  makes  one  trip  to  the  tip  each  day.  The  journey 
from  Tring  to  Radlett  takes  one  hour  and  as  the  tip  gates  are  closed  at  4.45  p.m. , 
the  vehicle  must  leave  Tring  not  later  than  3»45«P»ni.  by  which  time  the  daily 
collection  task  must  be  completed.  In  an  endeavour  to  achieve  the  completion 
of  the  daily  task,  an  incentive  bonus  scheme  was  brought  into  operation  for  the 
refuse  collectors.  However,  the  limited  collection  period  and  the  long  haul  to 
the  tip  impose  a heavy  strain  on  the  collection  service. 

Consultations  with  the  Wing  Rural  District  Council  were  therefore  continued 
with  a view  to  establishing  a joint  refuse  tip  in  a disused  quarry  at  Ivinghoe 
Aston  situated  about  6 miles  from  Tring.  Following  a Public  enquiry  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  granted  planning  permission  for  this 
purpose  in  December.  However,  the  Wing  R.D.C.  have  subsequently  intimated 
that  they  wish  to  restrict  the  use  of  this  quarry  to  themselves.  In  view  of 
this  Council's  urgent  need  for  an  economical  and  more  flexible  method  of  refuse 
collection  and  disposal,  the  negotiations  with  Wing  R.D.C.  must  continue. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTION  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

5 

5 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority  . . 

34 

22 

- 

- 

iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers  Premises)  

5 

19 

— 

44 

46 

- 

- 

Nil 


2 

3 


Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 
OUTWORKERS : 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  •• 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

General 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts ...  ...  63 

Housing  Acts  •?;  •••  •••  •••  • »»  • ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Rent  Act  «• ...  ...  ...  3 

Improvement  Grants,  purchases,  land  charge  enquiries  ...  65 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning  7 

Overcrowding  »•»  »»•  ...  ...  3 

Council  house  removals  ...  •••  * 5 

Problem  families  and  old  people * •••  ••»  6 

Water  supplies  ...  3 

Keeping  of  animals  •••  5 

Drainage  * ...  •>  ...  26 

Refuse  disposal  •••  •••  •»»  •••  •••  •••  •••  • • 0 •••  •••  •••  1® 

Refuse  collection  ••*  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  21 

Moveable  dwellings  •••  •••  • • * * * 26 

Factories,  workplaces  and  outworkers'  premises  •••  •••  •••  27 

Building  sites  * ^7 

Office,  shops  and  railway  premises  - general  inspections  «•  73 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  •••  37 

Petroleum  Acts  •••  H 

Pests  Act  - rats  and  mice  • * •••  •••  •••  •••  ^3 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  •••  •••  •••  •••  3 

Smoke  observation  and  boiler-house  visits  •••  • ■*  • •••  ••• 

Fairgrounds  •••  •••  * 


Food  Premises 

Dairies . ...  6 

Slaughterhouses  ..  5 

Butchers'  shops  ...  ...  16 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  ..  ...  1 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  3 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pestaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  7 

School,  factory,  building  site  amd  mobile  canteens  ......  4 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Grocerd  and  other  food  premises  . .0  ...  ...  ...  31 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District. 


HOUSING 


One  family  was  rehoused  from  slum  property.  Action  taken  under  the  Housing 
Act  resulted  in  one  house  being  closed  in  persuance  of  a Closing  Order. 

Two  sub-standard  houses  in  Frogmore  Street  were  purchased  and  after  the 
execution  of  limited  repairs  and  improvements,  a homeless  family  was  given 
temporary  accomodation  in  one  of  the  houses  pending  the  implementation  of  town 
centre  re- development  proposals. 

The  erection  of  the  15  flats  in  Surrey  Place,  Akeman  Street,  commenced  in 
December. 


The  Council  joined  the  Hertfordshire  Housing  Consortium  in  December  with  a 
view  to  building  about  20  industrialised  or  rationalised  traditional  dwellings 
on  the  New  Mill  Allotments  site. 
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During  the  year,  the  following  number  of  houses  were 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

15 

Flats 

152 

(b)  Completed: 


Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  ...  ...  ... 

Nil 

- 

181 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31,12.67  was  as  follows  :- 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.  1.  43  to  31,  12.  67. 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Woodland  Close  ...  ... 

46 

Brick,  3-bedroora,  parlour 

Gamnel  ...  ...  ...  ... 

24 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Dundale  Hoad  ...  ... 

10 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Meadow  Close  ...  ... 

6 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Goldfield  ...  ...  ... 

40 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- par lour 

Goldfield  Estate  ... 

17 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non-parlour, 

1 and  2-bedroom  bungalows 

New  Road  ...  ...  ... 

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non- parlour 

Eight  Acres  - Phase  I. 

29 

Brick,  3 and  4-bedroom,  parlour,  1 and  2-bed- 

room,  non- par lour 

Eight  Acres  - Phase  2. 

72 

Brick,  1,  2 and  3-bedroom  flats,  maisonettes 

and  houses 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  completed  at  31«12.67» 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

No.com- 

No. com- 

Houses 

menced: 

pleted: 

Surrey  Place, 

Akeman  Street.  ...  ... 

15 

1- person  flatlets  (8); 

2- person  1-bedroom  flats  (7) 

15 

Nil 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about  which 

arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  has  not  been  made  at  31» 12.67* 


Site 

Proposed  No. 
of  houses 

Type 

New  Mill  ... 

21 

3-bedroom  houses  (18); 

2 old  persons’  flats; 

1 special  house  for  disabled  person 
and  family 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1967  •••  •••  •••  177 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  inspection  and  supervision  of  food  premises  was  hampered  by  staff  short- 
age during  the  first  six  months,  but  this  work  received  more  attention  during  the 
second  half  of  the  year  following  the  appointment  of  the  additional  public  health 
inspector. 

1.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District 


Food  Hygiene  (General  Regulations,  i960). 


No.  of 

Premises 

No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  Prem- 

No.  of  Prem- 

Type  of  Food  Premises 

fitted  to  com- 
ply with  Reg. 16 

ises  to  which 
Reg. 19  applies 

ises  fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg. 19. 

Wet  fish  shops 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fried  fish  shops  ............ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers'  shops  

7 

7 

7 

7 

Greengrocers  

6 

6 

4 

4 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade  inclu- 

ding  sugar  confectionery  ... 

26 

26 

8 

8 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  .... 

4 

3 

4 

4 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

3 

3 

3 

3 

10 

q 

IO 

1 n 

Clubs  

4 

2 

2 

2 

Dairies  

3 

Licensed  Premises: 

Public  houses  .............. 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Servi ng  ma i n mea Is  ......... 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Off  Licenses  

4 

4 

Totals  

81 

74 

32 

52 

2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act: 


Ice-cream  premises 18 

Preserved  food  premises  9 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  40 


4.  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  at  one  premise  only,  and  the  registration  certificate 
is  limited  to  the  use  of  pre-packed  liquid  mix. 

5»  There  are  no  egg  pasteurizing  plants  in  the  district* 

6.  There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 

7.  Milk  sampling  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Health  Department  who  notify  the  District  Council  of  any  positive  samples  found. 
The  farms  concerned  are  visited  by  the  public  health  inspector  to  ensure  that 
no  raw  milk  is  consumed. 

8.  Unfit  food  surrendered  at  food  premises  (other  than  slaughterhouses)  is  disposed 
of  by  burial  at  the  refuse  tip  and  comprised  of  the  following  foodstuffs  :- 


Fresh  Meat  ... 137  lbs 

Canned  Meat 20  lbs 

Canned  foods  - various  .....  20  lbs 


Meat  Inspection 

One  of  the  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  closed  at  the  end  of 
January,  1987*  All  animals  killed  at  the  other  slaughterhouse  are  inspected  by 
veterinary  surgeons  in  private  practice. 

Meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse  is  disposed  of  at  a dog  food 
factory  situated  in  a neighbouring  district,  where  it  is  sterilised  and  processed. 
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Meat  Inspection  - Cont'd: 


The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  disease 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 

1967 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

exclud- 

ina  Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  

4,200 

66 

1,785 

5,317 

56 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  . .. 

4,200 

66 

1,785 

5,317 

56 

- 

ATT  FXTFPT  TTJRFRn  TT/T^TR 

AND  CYSTICERCI : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

— 

• 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  ...  ...  ... 

1,713 

32 

6 

1,277 

1 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other  than 

tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  ... 

4o.o 

48.0 

0.3 

24.0 

1.7 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

CYSTICERCOSIS: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  ...  ...  ... 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 

refrigeration  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Table  showing  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Total 

Admitted 

Disease 

Cases 

to 

Deaths 

Notified 

Hospital 

Measles  ...  

256 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Nil 

Nil 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year ...  

8 

— 

1-2  years  

29 

- 

2-3  years  . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

38 

- 

3-4  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

47 

- 

4-3  years  

33 

- 

3-10  years ...  

96 

- 

10  - 13  years  

- 

1 

13  - 23  years  ...  

2 

- 

25  - 43  years  

- 

- 

43  - 65  years  

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

Age  unknown  ...  ...  

3 

- 

Total  Cases  Notified:  ...  ...  ... 

256 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year  :- 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 
at  1st  January,  1967  .... 

14 

4 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified  for 
the  first  time  during  the 
year  

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 
Register  other  than  by 
notification  (i.e.  transfers- 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 
the  Register 

2 

2 

1 

- 

Total  number  of  cases  remain- 
ing on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

14 

3 

2 

1 
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New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

non- Pulmonary 

/ 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years  ...... 

- 

- 

- 

„ - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  ..... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— ■ 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  years  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25  years  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

25  - 35  years  • • • • 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

35  - 45  years  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years  .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

55  - 65  years  .... 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

65  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

• 

** 

Totals • •••••••••« 

- 

1 

- 

- 

, - 

- 

- 

- 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer: 


R.  S.  HYND,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officers: 


K.  W.  M.  HARBORD , B.A.  , M.B.,  B.Ch. , B.A.O. , D.P.H. 
B.  S.  M.  MARSHALL,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

J.  POOLE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.C.H., 
A.  T.  RODEN,  M.B.  B.S.,  (Half-time) 

A.  WILKES,  M.B. , B.S.,  D.P.H. 


Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time) : 

D.  D.  BROWN , M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. , 
F.  C.  J.  FAWCETT,  M.B. , Ch.B., 

H.  W.  JOHN,  L.M.S.S.A. 


Divisional  Nursing  Officer: 

Mrs.  D.  CARTER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , H.V.,  Queen's  Nurse. 


Deputy  Divisional  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss.  B.  L,  SHIPPAM,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , H.V.,  Queen's  Nurse.  (Resigned  30«9»67) 
Health  Visitors: 


Mrs.  D.  ARNOTT 

Miss 

S.  J.  EVANS 

Mrs. 

S. 

P.  MAITLAND 

Miss  C.J.  BADCOCK 

Mrs. 

A.  A.  HANDLEY 

Miss 

C. 

N.  McCONACHIE 

Miss  M.  L.  BAKER 

Mrs. 

M.  HOOK 

Mrs. 

M. 

McMAHON 

Mrs.  B.  BOWYER 

Miss 

0.  B.  IVES 

Miss 

I. 

WHITMAN 

Miss  L.  BRACKLEY 

Mrs. 

E.  JAMES 

Mrs. 

I. 

E.  WONNEBERGER 

Miss  M.  A.  CLEGG 

Miss 

R.  M.  S.  JOHNSON 

Mrs. 

K. 

CLIFT  (Part-time) 

Miss  P.  CODLING 

Mrs. 

A. 

M.  SMART  (Part-time) 

Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives: 

Miss  G.  AUSTIN 

Miss 

D.  I.  DOWNES 

Miss 

J. 

L.  POWELL 

Mrs.  0.  CAMPANA 

Miss 

G.  V.  HEARN 

Miss 

M. 

G.  PRITCHARD 

Miss  I.  A.  R.  CARTER 

Miss 

K.  A.  Hopkins 

Miss 

J. 

ROBSON 

District  Nurse/Midwives: 

Mrs.  P.  BROWNE 

Mrs. 

M.  J.  KNIGHT 

Mrs. 

J. 

MURNAGHAN 

Miss  M.  CHALKER 

Mrs  M.  McCONNELL 

Miss 

I. 

MURRELL 

Miss  M.  DRING 

Mrs. 

M.  MILLS 

Miss 

J, 

S.  SLATER 

Mrs.  E.  M.  H.  KEEN 

Miss 

K. 

YEARSDEN 

Midwives : 

Miss  L.  ABRAHAMS 

Miss 

I.  SAXBY 

District  Nurses: 

Mrs.  E.  BROWN 

Mrs. 

r.  McDonald 

Mrs. 

E. 

G.  COX  (Part-time) 

Mr.  J.  F.  GRINDROD 

Mrs. 

B.  S PRATT 

Mrs. 

C. 

L.  VINE  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  E.  M.  HAMLYN 

Mrs. 

G.  M.  STOCKWELL 

Mrs. 

G. 

C.  BUTCHER  (Part-tim 

Clinic  Nurses: 

Mrs.  P.  BATHE 

Mrs. 

N.  KERRY 

Mrs.  E.  GRIFFIN 

Mrs. 

M.  M.  PETERSON 

Night  Nurses: 

Mrs.  M.  NEWLANDS 

Mrs. 

P.  J.  PECK 
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Social  Work  Unit: 


Divisional  Social  Worker 

- 

Mr. 

G. 

F.  GUEST 

Divisional  Welfare  Officer 

- 

Mr. 

R. 

H.  CURWEN 

Asst.  Divisional  Welfare  Officer 

- 

Mr. 

B. 

WHALLEY 

Senior  Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Miss 

G. 

ESHELBY 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Mrs. 

E. 

J.  GOODWIN 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Miss 

M. 

E.  YALE 

Social  Worker  (Blind) 

- 

lire  4 

M. 

McCREERY 

Social  Worker  (Physically  Handicapped) 

- 

Mrs . 

I. 

H.  BRAZIER 

Social  Worker  (Blind  and  Physically 
Handicapped) 

Mrs. 

J. 

H.  INCHLEY 

Social  Worker  (Trainee) 

- 

Miss 

P. 

M.  FAULKNER 

Home  Help  Service: 

Home  Help  Organiser  - Mr.  F.  C.  DIXON 

Asst.  Home  Help  Organiser  - Mrs.  B.  MAYNE 

Chief  Clerk: 

Mr.  D.  HARLING 
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HERTFORDSHITE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  - HEALTH  & WELFARE  SERVICES 


Introductions 

In  this  section  of  the  report,  an  account  is  given  of  the  services 
provided  in  the  Division  by  the  County  Cmmcilo  The  account,  purposely 
brief,  reviews  the  health  services  from  the  local  angle  and  gives  emphasis 
to  the  local  facts  and  figures..  For  information  on  policy  and  development 
of  the  health  and  welfare  services,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  annual 
report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Staff: 

The  medical  staff  consists  of  a Divisional  Medical  Officer  who  is  also 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  five  local  authorities  in  the  Division, 
four  full-time  and  one  half-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  three 
part-time  medical  officers  for  duties  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
clinics  on  a sessional  basis. 

The  nursing  staff, who  are  under  the  gineral  direction  of  the  Divisional 
Nursing  Officer,  comprise  a Deputy  Divisional  Nursing  Officer,  twenty  Health 
Visitors/School  Nurses,  two  of  whom  are  part-time,  twenty  District  Nurse/Midwives, 
nine  of  whom  are  also  qualified  health  visitors  and  perform  health  visiting  Wor*c 
as  part  of  their  duties,  nine  District  Nurses  (three  of  whom  are  part-time)  two 
Midwives,  two  Night  Nurses  and  four  part-time  Clinic  Nurses.  One  of  the  part- 
time  District  Nurses  is  a Male  nurse  whose  duties  are  shared  with  the  neighbouring 
St.  Albans  D: vision. 

Medical  auxiliaries  on  the  central  staff  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  give 
both  whole-time  and  part-time  services  within  the  division,  and  include  an 
Audiologist,  Audiometrician,  Speech  Therapists,  Orthoptists,  Psychotherapist  and 
Teachers  of  Deaf  Children. 

The  dental  unit  at  the  Principal  Health  Centre  consists  of  three  surgeries 
adequately  staffed  with  dentists,  a dental  auxiliary  and  dental  attendants.  The 
dental  staff  also  run  clinics  at  Bennetts  End  and  at  the  Health  Centres  in 
Berkhamsted  and  Tring. 

The  child  and  family  psychiatric  unit  is  also  fully  staffed  with  a consultant 
psychiatrist,  educational  psychologist  and  psyshiatric  social  workers.  Only  the 
psychiatrist  works  part-time  in  the  division. 

The  medical  staff  was  below  strength  for  most  of  the  year,  so  while  the 
Welfare  Clinic  commitments  were  largely  met,  a curtailed  school  health  programme 
was  necessary.  It  was  a year  of  attempting  to  fulfil  existing  commitments 
rather  than  of  innovation  or  development. 

On  the  otho*-  hand,  the  nursing  staff  was  at  full  strength  for  most  of  the 
year.  As  in  1966  the  attachment  scheme  to  group  general  practices  continued 
to  prosper  in  popularity  and  benefit  ^or  the  patient.  With  the  exception  of 
Bovingdon,  Chipperfield  and  Tring  whore  the  scheme  is  not  at  present  appropriate, 
there  was  full  attachment  of  all  nurses  throughout  the  year. 

Two  health  visitors  were  seconded  last  year  for  further  training  es  group 
advisers.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  they  returned  to  their  practices  to 
start  a new  concept  in  the  attachment  scheme,  whereby  they  act  as  leaders  of  a 
team  of  nurses. 

Another  concept  of  teamwork  which  came  to  fruition  during  the  year  was  that, 
of  the  social  work  unit.  In  this  unit,  are  combined  the  welfare  officers,  social 
workers  in  mental  health,  and  social  V'^kers  for  the  blind  and  physically  handi- 
capped. As  a team,  this  unit  was  able  to  co-ordinate  its  own  work  under  the 
Divisional  Social  Worker  and  to  forge  an  effective  link  with  social  workers  in 
other  departments  and  in  other  organisations. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1967 


Hemel 

Hempstead 

Borough 

Hemel 

Hempstead 

iural 

Jistrxct 

3erkhamste  d 

Jrban 

listrict 

Jerkhamstefl 

lural 

district 

Tring 

Urban 

Di strict 

Dacorum 

Division 

Herts 

County 

Council 

England  Jt 

Wales  ( pro- 

visional 

figures 

Area  (acres)  

Population  

7,193 

64,100 

20,231 

14,310 

1,952 

15,210 

17,572 
6, 560 

4,407 

7,990 

51,355 

108,170 

404,524 

881,870 

♦ 

48*390,800 

Live  Births  

Still  Births  

Deaths  

Deaths  under  1 
year  of  age  . . . . . 

1,088 

10 

460 

10 

198 

3 

132 

6 

237 

2 

171 

2 

93 

2 

75 

3 

178 

1 

64 

1 

1,794 

18 

902 

22 

14,572 

184 

7,828 

204 

832,000 

12,500 

542,519 

15,267 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  estim- 
ated population:. 

Crude : 

Adjusted  

17-.0 

14.4 

13.8 

14.5 

15.6 

16.0 

14.2 

15.3 

22.3 

22.0 

16.6 

* 

16.5 

15.5 

17-2 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000 
estimated 
population 

Crude 

Adjusted 

7.2 

10.9 

9.2 

9.7 

11.2 

12.1 

11.4 

11.2 

8.0 

9.1 

8*3 

* 

8.9 

10.0 

11.2 

Infective  and  Para- 
sitic diseases 
excluding  T.B. 
but  including 
Syphilis  and  other 
V.D 

0.05 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

0.03 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory  System 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.16 

* 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

* 

Respiratory  Dis- 
eases (excluding 
tuberculosis  of 
respiratory 
system  •« 

1.05 

0.91 

1.71 

1.83 

O.63 

1.14 

1.10 

4! 

Cancer  . 

1.67 

1.75 

2.43 

1.83 

2.25 

1.85 

1.84 

♦ 

Heart  & Circulat- 
ory Diseases  ... 

2.26 

3.07 

3.61 

3.63 

3.38 

2.73 

3.05 

* 

Vascular  Lesions 

of  the  Nervous 
System  ......... 

0.89 

1.54 

1.34 

1.37 

0.88 

1.05 

1.27 

* 

Infant  Mortality. 

9.2 

30.3 

8.4 

32.3 

5.6 

12.3 

14.0 

18.3 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality  

8.3 

30.3 

4.2 

32.3 

0.0 

10.6 

10.2 

12.5 

Early  Neo-Natal 
Mortality  

8.3 

30.3 

4.2 

32.3 

0.0 

10.6 

8.9 

10.8 
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Hetr.e  1 

Hempstead 

Borcugn 

Hemel 

Hempstead 

Rural 

District 

■O 

Q 

+> 

W +J 

E O 

O *h 

•L  c a 

0 -i-> 

U & V) 

O P -H 

CQ  P O 

Berkhamsted 

Rural 

District 

. 

Tring 

Urban 

District 

Dacorum 

Division 

Herts 

County 

Council 

England  & 

Vales  (pro- 

visional 
figures) . 

Peri-Natal 

Mortality  ....... 

17.3 

44.8 

12.6 

52.6 

5.6 

19.3 

22.3 

25.4 

Still-Birth 

Rate  

9.1 

14.4 

8.4 

21.1 

5.6 

9.9 

12.5 

14.8 

Maternal  Mortal- 

111 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 



0.0 

0.1 

0.2 

* Figures  not  available 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during  1967 
(906  males,  888  females),  a decrease  of  22  compared  with  the  previous 

CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  16.6  per  1,000  estimated  population  as  compared 
for  1966. 

illegitimate  live  births  number  130  or  7*2  per  cent  of  the  total  live 
births  compared  with  115  and  6,3  per  cent  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for  transfers 
were  902  (425  males,  477  females),  an  increase  of  45  on  the  total  for  1966. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  8,3  per  1,000  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  8.0  for  the  previous  year.  The  principal  causes  of  death  in 
order  of  numerical  importance  were  :- 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

2.  Cancer 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

4.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  81  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

In  1967,  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  22,  a decrease 
of  six  from  the  previous  year.  Nineteen  infants  were  under  four  weeks  of  age  at 
time  of  death. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  12,3  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
15.4  for  1966. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  was 
13.2  as  compared  with  15.9  Tor  1966. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
was  0.0  as  compared  with  8.7  Tor  1966. 


The 

was  1,794 
year. 

The 

with  17.0 
The 
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The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  : - 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 

week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

ra 

0 

I 0 

£ 

fA 

Total  un- 

der 4 v.'ks 

1 - 3 

months 

n 

X! 
VO  -w 

c 

1 0 

£ 

tA 

6-9 

montns 

9-12 

months 

Total 

under  1 

year  of 

age 

Prpmntiiri  t.y  ...  T . . ...  ... 

12 

12 

12 

Congenital  heart  disease  .. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Other  congenital 

malformations  ...  

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Broncho- pneumonia  

2 

- 

- 

* 

2 

- 

- 

* 

- 

2 

Birth  asphyxia  

1 

1 

1 

Total  • • • • • • 

19 

- 

- 

- 

19 

1 

2 

- 

- 

22 

EPIDEMIOLOGY 

Smallpox 

No  instance  of  this  disease  was  recorded  and  the  only  comment  necessary 
relates  to  the  question  of  vaccination. 

Smallpox  is  fortunately  an  exotic  disease  in  this  country  and  is  only 
rarely  introduced  from  abroad.  When  this  happens,  contacts  are  checked  and 
vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated  as  necessary.  The  aim  of  the  vaccination  programme 
is  to  remove  the  very  small  risk  attaching  to  primary  vaccination  in  adult  life 
by  giving  the  primary  vaccination  between  the  ages  of  one  and  two  years. 
Re-vaccination  can  then  be  performed  as  necessary  and  without  risk. 

Although  there  was  a decrease  in  the  total  numbers  vaccinated  as  compared 
with  1966,  vaccinations  in  the  1-2  year  age  group  increased,  giving  an  approx- 
imate rate  of  42%  which  compares  with  the  national  average  of  3 8%. 


Details  of  the  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  for  the  various  age 
groups  are  :- 


Under 

1 

1-2 

years 

2-5 

years 

5-15 

years 

15  + 

years 

Totals 

VACCINATIONS 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers  ... 

8 

536 

200 

9 

- 

773 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  

61 

207 

192 

44 

3 

507 

RE-VACCINATIONS 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers  ... 

- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

6 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  

- 

- 

1 

79 

4 

84 

Total  vaccinated  and  re-caccinated 

69 

763 

394 

137 

7 

1,370 

Any  reactions  following  vaccination,  and  few  were  recorded,  were  generally  mild 
and  fleeting. 
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Diphtheria 

Although  diphtheria  is  an  endemic  disease, no  cases  have  been  recorded  for  a 
number  of  years  and  this  is  entirely  due  to  the  high  level  of  immunisation  which 
remains  between  85%  and  90%  of  the  child  population. 

In  spite  of  the  substantial  decline  in  the  number  of  births  for  the  past  few 
years,  the  number  of  primary  and  secondary  immunisations  fell  by  only  19  and  63 
respectively.  This  means  that  the  relative  rate  of  immunisation  has  increased 
slightly. 

Details  of  the  immunisations  in  the  various  age  groups  are  :- 


Year  of  Birth 

Totals 

1967 

1966 

1965-63 

1962-53 

1952 

PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 

Officers 

475 

529 

25 

4 

1,033 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  

272 

271 

21 

1 

565 

SECONDARY  OR  RE- INFORCING  INJECTIONS 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 

Officers  ........  - .......  . 

325 

174 

553 

241 

791 

453 

1,669 

870 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

- 

2 

Total  of  primary  and  secondary 
immunisations  

747 

1,299 

840 

1,249 

2 

4,137 

Whooping  Cough 

Whooping  Cough  is  caused  by  various  combinations  of  three  strains  of  bacillus 
and  for  some  years  it  has  been  thought  that  the  vaccine  is  more  potent  for  two 
particular  strains  and  their  combinations  than  for  the  third.  The  disease  caused 
by  the  third  strain  is  modified  by  the  vaccine,  however,  and  is  therefore  usually 
mild  in  immunised  cases.  Modification,  as  well  as  decreasing  severity  often  results 
in  the  absence  of  the  characteristic  ’'whoop"  of  the  disease  and  makes  specific 
diagnosis  difficult.  The  result  is  a hidden  reservoir  of  infection  amongst  those 
children  who  have  been  immunised  and  who  get  the  disease  so  mildly  that  it  is  not 
recognised. 

\In  common  with  the  country  as  a whole,  there  was  a marked  increase  in  notifi- 
cation of  WFooping  Cough  in  the  division,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  73  cases 
being  recorded.  Of  these  73  cases,  52  were  in  fully  immunised  children,  19  in 
unimmunised  children  or  in  those  who  had  not  received  three  injections  of  the 
vaccine,  and,  in  two  instances,  vaccination  records  could  not  be  traced.  Fortun- 
ately, the  majority  of  cases  wore  mild,  and,  as  expected,  the  illness  was  much 
less  severe  and  much  modified  in  the  immunised  group. 


Details  of  the  immunisations  recorded  according  to  the  various  age  groups 

are  :- 


Year  of  Birth 

Totals 

1967 

1966 

1965-63 

1962-53 

1952 

PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers  

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  

472 

270 

529 

266 

25 

21 

4 

1 

- 

1,030 

558 

SECONDARY  OR  RE- INFORCING  INJECTIONS  . 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers  ...... 

321 

498 

9 

828 

- 

170 

228 

287 

— 

685 

Total  of  primary  and  secondary 

742 

1,286 

772 

301 

- 

3,101 

93 


Poliomyelitis 


There  has  been  no  instance  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  Division  since  the  start 
of  the  immunisation  campaign  in  1959  and  interest  in  the  disease  relates  to  the 
level  of  immunity. 

In  1967,  oral  vaccine  was  used  in  all  instances  and  during  this  year,  vaccine 
was  given  at  the  same  time  as  triple  vaccination.  The  advantage  of  such  combination 
is  to  lessen  the  risk  of  missed  appointments  and  increase  the  opportunities  for 
completion  of  each  child's  course  of  immunisation.  It  also  means  that  the  level  of 
immunisation  is  roughly  the  same  as  for  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 


Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  are  shown  below  :- 


Year 

of  Birth 

Totals 

1967 

1966 

1965-63 

1962-53 

1952 

PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 

Officer  

463 

652 

73 

23 

1,211 

( b)  By  Private  Doctors  ............. 

171 

338 

33 

17 

- 

559 

SECONDARY  OR  RE- INFORCING  INJECTIONS 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 

Officer  

71 

85 

882 

1,038 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

- 

78 

124 

363 

2 

567 

Total  of  primary  and  secondary 

immunisations  

634 

1,139 

315 

1,285 

2 

3,375 

Scarlet  Fever 

Only  13  cases,  3 more  than  in  the  previous  year,  were  recorded,  and  once  again 
the  illness  was  mild  and  without  complications. 

Measles 

Measles  last  year  was  epidemic  in  form.  the  disease  itself  was  mild  in 
character,  but  nevertheless  remained  as  always,  a nuisance  to  children,  parents  and 
schoolteachers.  It  is  also  a potential  danger  for  the  future  as  the  virulence  of 
the  virus  varies  over  a number  of  years.  Having  been  mild  for  a number  of  years 
now,  it  might  once  again  be  expected  to  increase  gradually  to  its  one-time  virulence. 
Complications  following  measles  infections  also  are  not  always  mild. 

The  introduction  of  measles  vaccination  in  the  near  future  should  do  much  to 
reduce,  if  not  eliminate,  these  potential  hazards. 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

Fortunately,  the  incidence  of  this  disease  declined  once  again  throughout  the 
year  and  returned  from  110  cases  notified  in  1966,  to  a figure  of  35,  similar  to 
the  31  cases  notified  in  1965. 

In  1965,  most  of  the  cases  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  indicating 
a build-up  to  the  peak  winter  of  1966.  This  year,  however,  most  of  the  cases 
occurred  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  the  numbers  declined  towards  its  end. 

Perhaps  we  may  look  forward  to  a welcome  respite  from  this  disease  while 
research  into  its  cause,  mode  of  spread  and  prevention  continues. 
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Notification  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  1967 


Disease 

District 

Totals  for 

Division 

Borough  of 

Hemel 

Hempst  »ad 

— 

Rural  Dis- 

trict of 
Hemsl 

Hempstead 

Urban  Dis- 

trict of 
Berkha  listed 

Rural  Dis- 

trict of 
Berkhamsted 

Urban  Dis- 

trict of 
Tring 

Scarlet  Fever  

13 



13 

Whooping  Cough  

62 

3 

4 

4 

- 

73 

Measles  

345 

144 

320 

115 

256 

1,680 

Dysentery  

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Erysipelas  

- 

- 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Infectious  Hepatitis  ... 

25 

4 

- 

5 

1 

35 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  . . 

11 

1 

2 

- 

1 

15 

Non- Pulmonary  . . 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

MATERNITY  AND  CKILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

The  total  number  of  confinements  among  residents  in  the  Division  was  1,796, 

47  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of  domiciliary  births  to  the 
total  births  fell  from  37%  to  32%,  but  compared  with  the  domiciliary  births  in 
1966,  the  fall  was  14%.  The  institutional  confinements  (in  hospitals  and  nursing 
homes)  showed  an  increase  of  53  from  l,i63  in  1966  to  1,216  last  year.  Confinements 
in  St.  Paul's  Hospital,  Hemel  Hempstead,  increased  by  44  from  942  to  986.  The 
remaining  confinements  were  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes  outside  the  divisional 
boundary,  62  within  and  168  outside  the  County  boundary.  Home  confinements  totalled 
578  or  97  fewer  than  in  1966.  All  but  two  of  the  confinements  were  attended  by 
County  Council  midwives. 

Once  more  the  trends  set  in  1966  are  followed.  The  fall  in  the  national 
birth-rate  is  reflected  in  an  even  greater  fall  in  the  local  birthrate  as  evidenced 
by  the  decrease  in  total  confinements.  This  decrease  is  only  in  domiciliary 
confinements,  and  institutional  confinements  showed  an  actual  as  well  as  relative 
increase. 

Many  factors  contribute  to  the  trend  towards  more  institutional  confinements, 

but  perhaps  the  most  important  is  the  preference  of  women-  for  having  their-babies  in 

hospital  rather  than  at  home.  The  48  hours  discharge  scheme  allows  those  who  wish 
to  stay  the  minimum  period  in  hospital  to  do  so,  but  the  majority  accept  the  normal 
stay  of  around  10  days. 

This  trend  towards  hospital  confinements  has  been  a nationally  accepted 
one  for  many  years,  but  it  is,  of  course,  «...  ent  upon  the  local  availability 

of  hospital  beds  and  the  staff  to  keep  them  operational.  When  the  staffing 

position  improves,  there  will  no  doubt,  be  an  even  more  dramatic  move  towards 
institutional  confinements. 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

The  aim  of  the  child  welfare  service  is  to  prevent  illness  and  to  promote 
good  health  in  children.  Traditionally,  the  early  detection  of  defects  has 
played  a major  role  in  prevention  and  the  earlier  a defect  can  be  detected,  the 
more  effective  the  prevention.  Such  early  detection  of  defects  becomes  the  more 
important  when  means  are  discovered  to  remedy  the  defects  themselves,  or  to  min- 
imise their  ill  effects,  and  detection  has  become  almost  a routine  procedure  at 
the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  of  the  local  health  authority  as  well  as  the  "Well  Baby" 
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Clinics  of  local  doctors.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  detective  "screen"  accounts 
for  the  popularity  of  the  "clinic  habit"  as  well  as  its  importance.  Most  mothers 
welcome  the  reassurance  given  by  the  successful  outcome  of  screening  procedures  on 
their  children  and  the  importance  of  finding  defects  increases  with  new  treatment 
techniques.  Examples  of  such  routine  detection  procedures  are  now  so  well  known  as 
to  only  need  the  briefest  of  mention  and  are,  of  course,  the  detection  of  congenital 
dislocation  of  the  hip,  phenylketenuria  and  hearing  loss.  Of  increasing  importance 
are  more  general  developmental  tests  to  detect,  at  as  early  an  age  as  possible, 
defects  for  which  there  are,  as  yet,  no  simple  routine  detection  procedure.  Such 
developmental  tests  include  the  detection  of  mental  handicap  and  psychological 
disorder  as  well  as  physical  abnormalities. 

With  the  decreasing  frequency  of  physical  defects  and  their  earlier  detection 
and  treatments,  the  emphasis  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  inevitably  swings  away  from 
the  passive  role  of  detection  of  an  already  existing  defect  towards  the  more  active 
role  of  the  promotion  of  good  health.  Here,  emotional  stresses  assume  an  increasing 
importance  as  it  comes  to  be  realised  more  and  more  that  the  emotional  environment 
of  early  childhood  plays  a vital  part  in  the  child's  subsequent  emotional  development. 

It  is  to  this  field  of  prevention  by  health  education  that  an  increasing 
amount  of  the  effort  of  Health  Visitors  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  is  devoted.  To  aid 
the  Health  Visitors,  they  have,  for  some  years,  had  the  benefit  of  regular  talks 
from  a psychotherapist  on  the  emotional  development  of  children  and  the  problems 
caused  by  emotional  stress.  In  addition,  "in  service"  training  included  talks, 
discussions  and  refresher  courses  both  at  County  level  and  at  universities  and 
teaching  hospitals  as  well  as  regular  visits  to  the  paediatric  clinics  at  the  local 
hospital. 

The  attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  general  practices  allows  them  to  extend 
their  health  education  to  a much  wider  audience,  and  thus  using  their  training  to 
better  advantage.  By  this  extension  of  emotional  health  education,  preventive 
mental  health  is  increasingly  becoming  an  understandable  description  of  a real 
activity  and  no  longer  a phrase  expressive  of  an  unattainable  aim. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Introduction 

The  school  health  service  is  primarily  a preventive  one  and  depends  on  the 
three  principals  of  Preventive  Medicine  - immunisation,  health  education  and  the 
early  detection  of  disease. 

With  any  preventive  scheme,  success  is  difficult  to  measure,  unless  figures 
are  available  to  show  how  the  incidence  of  disease  has  been  altered  by  the  scheme. 
Only  immunisation  schemes  lend  themselves  to  such  a statistical  analysis.  Progress 
in  health  education  and  the  early  detection  of  disease  must  needs  be  measured  by  an 
account  of  the  work  done  rather  than  an  attempt  to  analyse  success  achieved. 

Prevention  by  Immunisation 

Most  of  the  immunisation  procedures  known  and  accepted  as  general  measures 
for  children  are  now  virtually  complete  by  the  age  of  school  entry.  An  account 
is  given  of  these  measures  in  the  preceding  sections. 

The  prevention  of  tuberculosis  by  means  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  a measure 
which  included  school  children  of  thirteen  years  and  upwards  during  last  year. 
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The  following  table  gives  a graphic  description  of  the  B.C.G.  vaccination 
scheme  since  its  inception  in  l?5  6 


Year 

Percentage 

Acceptance 

Number 

Tuberculin 

Skin-tested 

Number 
Positive 
to  Skin 

test 

Percentage 

Tuberculin 

Negative 

Number 

Vaccin- 

ated 

Remarks 

1957 

71% 

728 

99 

86% 

629 

2 cases  suffering 
pulm.  T.B. 

1958 

75% 

914 

118 

87% 

794 

2 negative  not 
vaccinated 

1959 

73% 

867 

90 

89% 

775 

-do- 

I960 

69% 

1,271 

113 

91% 

1,158 

Scheme  extended 

1961 

78% 

1,458 

95 

94% 

1,364 

to  include  13 

1962 

82%  " 

1,271 

69 

95% 

1,202 

years  and  upwards 

1963 

85% 

1,356 

70 

95% 

1,286 

to  18  years. 

1964 

83% 

1 , 266 

4l 

97% 

1,225 

1965 

85% 

1,366 

21 

98% 

1,345 

1966 

88% 

1,420 

19 

99% 

i,4oi 

1967 

92% 

1,563 

14 

99% 

1,549 

It  is  apparent  from  this  table  that  the  percentage  of  children  positive  to 
the  skin  test  shows  a satisfactory  decline  to  approximately  1%,  which  means  that 
only  1%  of  all  school  children  have  acquired  immunity  prior  to  13  years  of  age. 

A number  of  these  have  been  given  a prior  B.C.G.  vaccination  so  that  the  number 
acquiring  immunity  from  infection  reflects  the  low  incidence  of  tubei'culosis  in 
the  community. 

Health  education  has  played  its  part  in  the  campaign,  for  the  percentage 
acceptance  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  has  risen  to  92%. 


Prevention  by  Health  Education 

Individual  advice  and  discussion  of  health  subjects  is  still  perhaps  the 
most  effective  method  of  health  education  and  retains  its  importance  throughout 
the  work  of  the  School  Health  Service.  Its  culminating  points  are  on  the  occas- 
ions when  school  doctors  and  school  nurses  meet  with  parents  and  teachers  at 
school  medical  inspections. 

f 

Topics  of  a more  general  nature  are  more  effectively  dealt  with  on  the 
basis  of  group  discussion  and  in  this  way,  an  increasing  number  of  pupils  are 
reached  annually.  School  Nurses  are  invited  into  the  majority  of  secondary 
schools  and  give  courses  of  instruction  under  the  general  title  of  Mothercrafjr,  : 
Community  Health  and  Personal  Hygiene”.  Under  this  title  are  included  such 
diverse  subjects  as  personal  hygiene,  diet , clothing,  footwear,  care  of  teeth, 
personal  cleanliness,  menstruation,  food  hygiene  and  the  planning  and  preparation 
of  meals,  household  budgeting,  first  aid  and  disease  prevention,  family  relation- 
ships (including  sex  education)  and  the  care  of  infants  and  home  safety. 

Courses  on  health  education  were  extended  to  one  primary  school  and  to  the 
E.S.N.  school  and  in  both  instances  there  was  a degree  of  parental  participation. 

These  courses  are  proving  very  popular  with  pupils  and  at  one  secondary 
school,  pupils  taking  "A”  levels  had  lectures  on  Community  Health  and  Social 
Services  followed  by  visits  to  Clinics  for  practical  demonstrations.  An  independ- 
ent secondary  school  joined  in  the  programme  with  courses  on  Mothercraft  for  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  Award  Scheme.  The  examination  for  this  scheme  is  conducted  by 
one  of  the  school  nurses. 
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Prevention  by  the  Early  Detection  of  Disease 


Fortunately,  an  increasing  number  of  the  chronic  diseases  and  defects  of 
childhood  are  detect ible  at  an  early  age.  Nevertheless,  there  remain  a considerable 
number  of  physical  and  psychological  disturbances  which  first  make  their  appearance 
during  school  life.  It  is  the  detection  and  early  referral  for  treatment  of  these 
conditions  that  forms  the  bulk  of  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Service. 

In  the  first  table  (a)  which  follows,  are  shown  by  age  groups,  the  overall 
numbers  of  children  who  have  undergone  a full  medical  examination.  This  is  a 
screening  process  as  is  the  procedure  for  special  inspections  shown  in  table  (b) 
which  in©Iud©u  r©- i nap© Ct ions  of  an  already  detected  defect. 

Number  of  Children  seen  at  Medical  Inspections  during  the  year  1967 

(a)  Periodic  Inspections  : 

Number  Inspected  - 


Age  Group  (Year)  Number 


1963  and  later  ...  ...  ...  20 

1962  ...  1,717 

1961  145 

i960  78 

1959  ...  ...  ...  96 

1958  133 

1957  66 

1956  344 

1955  ...  933 

1954  ...  . c 217 

1953  ...  911 

1952  and  earlier , 545 


Total:  ...  5,205 


(b)  Other  Inspections  : 


Number  of  special  inspections  119 

Number  of  re- inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,735 

Total:  ..»  4,854 


Defects  Found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

The  third  table  which  follows,  shows  the  number  of  defects  discovered 
under  each  heading.  The  first  column  indicates  the  number  of  defects  referred 
for  treatment  to  the  family  doctor  or  the  appropriate  specialist  clinic. 

The  second  column  shows  defects  discovered  which  need  to  be  kept  under  observ- 
ation but  for  which  treatment  is  not  at  present  required. 
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Defect  or  Disease 

Periodic  Inspections 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 
( Interim 
Inspections 

Total 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

p 

c 

0 

0 

-p 

Cl* 

O 

U 

c-i 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Skin  ...  ...  ...  ... 

17 

27 

62 

16 

75 

20 

154 

63 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  . 

58 

187 

171 

53 

125 

113 

354 

353 

(b)  Squint  

40 

18 

2 

i 

8 

5 

50 

24 

(c)  Other  

3 

- 

3 

- 

5 

1 

11 

i 

Ears: 

(a)  Hearing  

53 

33 

6 

3 

15 

17 

74 

53 

(b)  Otitis  Media  .. 

13 

50 

1 

l 

3 

7 

17 

58 

(c)  Other  

11 

24 

1 

5 

3 

7 

15 

36 

Nose  and  Throat:  ... 

39 

171 

5 

8 

23 

32 

67 

211 

Speech  

30 

49 

1 

l 

2 

5 

33 

55 

Lymphatic  Glands  - . 

- 

17 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

18 

Hecirt  •••  v 0 • ••• 

2 

39 

2 

9 

4 

14 

8 

62 

Lungs  

14 

103 

11 

6 

11 

33 

36 

142 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  

2 

6 

1 

1 

3 

4 

6 

11 

(b)  Other  ...  ... 

23 

4l 

6 

13 

14 

45 

43 

99 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

2 

5 

14 

8 

21 

44 

37 

57 

( t) ) Feet  • • • • • • 

8 

38 

12 

8 

5 

18 

25 

64 

(c)  Other  ...  ... 

4 

31 

10 

7 

9 

6 

23 

44 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy  ... 

2 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

7 

7 

(b)  Other  ...  ... 

1 

11 

5 

3 

3 

8 

9 

22 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development  ... 

3 

12 

- 

2 

1 

7 

4 

21 

(b)  Stability  ... 

10 

103 

6 

12 

20 

52 

36 

167 

Abdomen  ...  ...  ... 

13 

27 

1 

2 

13 

9 

27 

38 

Other  ...  ...  ... 

8 

23 

25 

34 

19 

61 

52 

118 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

Once  again  there  was  a growth  in  the  Horae  Nursing  Service  with  41,751  visits 
being  paid  by  district  nurses,  an  increase  of  11%  over  1966. 

The  overall  staffing  position  declined  slightly  but  the  increase  in  work  of 
the  service  was  met  by  the  continued  decline  in  domiciliary  midwifery  enabling 
district  nurse/midwives  to  devote  more  of  their  time  to  general  nursing. 

This  was  only  a contributory  factor  to  the  growth  of  the  service,  which,  in 
the  main,  was  attributable  to  the  attachment  scheme  to  general  practices  with 
its  re-orientation  of  the  whole  service  towards  a new  and  more  efficient  future. 
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ATTACHMENT  OF  NURSES  TO  GENERAL  PRACTICES 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  was  full  attachment  of  all  nurses  to  group 
medical  practices,  with  the  exception  of  three  areas  where  it  would  still  appear 
to  be  better  for  the  nursing  staff  within  the  area  to  work  as  one  team  for  all 
the  general  practitioners  concerned.  These  areas  are  Chipperf ield,  Bovingdon 
and  Tring. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  after  having  further  training,  two  nurses 
returned  to  their  group  practices  at  Kings  Langley  and  Hemel  Hempstead  as 
nursing  team  leaders.  Their  function  was  to  assess  the  needs  of  patients  in 
the  practices  to  which  they  were  attached  and  to  co-ordinate  and  allocate  the  work 
amongst  the  nursing  team.  They  were  also  to  act  as  advisers  to  their  teams. 

Under  the  scheme  of  attachment,  each  group  of  practitioners  is  free  to  make 
whatever  use  of  the  nursing  services  that  best  suits  its  own  needs  and  the  Kings 
Langley  group  is  one  example  of  the  practical  application  of  nursing  team  attachment. 

Here,  the  nursing  team  leader  has  been  attached  to  the  practice  as  a health 
visitor  before  her  secondment  in  1966  for  further  training,  and  upon  her  return, 
she  was  given  an  office  in  the  surgery  premises.  She  spends  about  two  hours  daily 
in  the  surgery ? applying  dressings,  giving  injections  and  carrying  out  other 
nursing  treatments  in  addition  to  her  clerical  duties.  She  also  makes  blood- 
pressure  readings,  takes  blood  samples,  tests  urine  samples  and  performs  other 
pre-diagnostic  procedures.  At  the  reqiiest  of  the  practitioners,  she  makes  home 
visits  to  follow-up  patients  who  have  been  started  on  new  treatments,  and  to  check- 
up and  report  back  on  more  long-term  patients  including  the  blood- pres sure  readings 
of  hypertensive  patients.  Much  routine  work,  of  a non-medical  nature  but  which 
previously  had  perforce  to  be  carried  out  by  the  doctor,  is  thereby  spared  him, 
and  he  is  freed  to  use  his  skills  more  productively.  The  nurse,  too,  is  using  her 
own,  highly  trained,  special  skills  more  efficiently  and  to  the  advantage  of  the 
patient. 

The  team  leader  also  allocates  their  duties  to  her  colleagues  and  acts  as 
their  adviser  where  her  special  training  and  experience  are  invaluable,  notably 
in  the  organisation  of  health  education. 

A new  team-spirit  has  developed  within  the  group  and  with  it  a keenness  to 
assist  one  another  in  providing  a comprehensive  service  in  the  area.  Such 
enthusiasm  is  catching,  and  already  the  Chipperfield  nurse  attends  the  surgery 
daily  in  her  area,  to  carry  out  duties  similar  to  those  mentioned. 

Not  all  group  practices  use  their  nursing  teams  in  the  same  way,  nor  indeed 
have  they  all  developed  their  ultimate  potential,  but  there  is  much  enthusiasm 
and  a pioneering  spirit.  It  has  become  clear  that  whatever  form  the  attachment 
scheme  takes  in  individual  group  practices,  a co-ordinated  team  is  to  the  advantage 
of  the  practice  and  to  the  greater  benefit  of  the  patient. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

An  increase  of  nearly  2,000  hours  available  from  Home  Helps  in  the  Hemel 
Hempstead  area  meant  that  the  gap  between  supply  and  demand  closed  slightly  during 
the  year.  Compared  with  an  increase  of  7*000  hours  in  1966,  this  gives  little 
comfort,  especially  when  it  is  realised  that  the  demand  continues  to  grow. 
Recruitment  is  necessary,  but  every  effort  in  this  direction  meets  with  but  little 
success  for  the  service  cannot  compete  with  industry.  Even  two  wage  increases 
during  the  year  failed  to  increase  the  supply  materially.  Two  factors  contributed 
to  an  easing  of  the  situation,  however.  One  was  the  decline  in  domiciliary  births 
enabling  approximately  80%  of  the  time  available  to  be  given  to  the  aged.  The 
second  factor  was  that  1967  was  the  first  full  year  of  operation  of  the  Borough 
Council's  flats  for  the  elderly  at  Cranford.  Around  50  elderly  people  live  in  this 
County  Council  assisted  accomodation  where  there  is  a resident  Warden,  and  the 
resultant  relief  on  the  Home  Help  Service  was  noticeable. 

Although  the  same  conditions  apply  in  Berkhamsted,  a slight  decline  in  the 
total  number  of  hours  available  meant  that  for  most  of  the  year  it  was  difficult 
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to  meet  the  demand.  In  Berkhamsted  and  Tring  as  in  the  rural  areas,  a nominal 
service  only  was  possible  in  the  periods  of  holiday  and  sick  leave. 

The  villages  fared  rather  better  last  year  with  the  employment  of  a Home  Help 
in  one  of  them,  the  others  being  assisted  by  a Home  Help  with  a car,  for  which  a 
casual  user  allowance  was  paid. 

In-service  training  continued  in  the  form  of  discussion  groups  to  keep  the 
staff  informed  of  the  work  of  the  nurses  and  social  workers  and  to  emphasize  their 
own  role  in  the  health  and  welfare  team.  Two  Home  Helps  attended  an  Advanced 
Training  Course  at  Hatfield. 

Another  effort  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  the  role  of  Home  Helps  was  the 
offer  of  vaccination  against  influenza  which  was  extended  to  them  again  this  year. 
During  epidemics  of  influenza  the  role  of  Home  Helps  is  second  only  perhaps  to  that 
of  the  Nurses,  and  for  the  past  three  years,  both  groups  have  been  offered  vaccination. 
While  the  numbers  accepting  have  been  small  and  the  effect  of  the  overall  sickness 
rate  slight,  this  scheme  has  no  doubt  helped  to  prevent  influenza  when  the  Home  Help 
service  has  been  most  in  demand. 


SOCIAL  WORK  UNIT 

This  year  was  the  first  full  year  of  operation  of  the  Social  Work  Unit 
which  has  the  Divisional  Social  Worker  as  the  leader  of  the  social  work  team. 

Members  of  the  team,  whatsoever  their  various  disciplines,  were  able  to 
function  for  the  first  time  as  a co-ordinated  unit.  Nor  did  co-ordination 
begin  and  end  with  the  unit  itself  for  now  voluntary  agencies  and  their  social 
workers  are  enabled  the  more  easily  to  make  contact  with  their  professional 
colleagues.  Whereas  formerly  it  was  possible  to  have  several  different  disciplines 
of  social  workers  visiting  one  fcimily,  without  any  one  social  worker  in  control, 
now  one  representative  of  the  team  has  the  responsibility  for  any  one  client  and 
work  is  not  duplicated. 

For  the  Social  Workers  themselves  a structured  service  enables  information 
to  flow  upwards  to  a co-ordinating  point  and  downwards  to  the  field  worker,  who  is 
better  supported.  Also  the  recruit  into  social  work  is  given  the  opportunity 
of  a variety  of  social  work  experience,  from  which  to  choose  his  or  her  speciality, 
as  well  as  the  opportunity  of  advancement. 

It  was  this  reorganisation  of  the  social  work  service  which  enabled  the 
Day  Centre  for  the  Elderly  to  be  set  up,  an  account  of  which  follows 


DAY  CENTRE  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 

Care  is  provided  for  old  people  in  a variety  of  ways,  but  in  general,  the 
care  they  receive  can  be  included  under  three  main  categories.  These  are  :- 

(1)  Those  who  live  alone  or  with  relatives,  in  the  community,  whose 
needs  are  limited  to  the  care  that  can  be  provided  by  relatives 
and  friends  or  by  the  community  services. 

(2)  Those  who  are  unable  to  live  in  the  community,  who  do  not  need 
medical  or  nursing  care,  but  do  need  the  care  provided  by  a 
Welfare  Home. 

(3)  Those  who  require  medical  and  nursing  care  and  whose  needs  are 
met  by  admission  to  a geriatric  unit  or  a mental  hospital. 

TFiere  are,  however,  a number  of  old  people  who  do  not  fit  into  these  types 
of  care  and  for  whom  no  organised  care  is  available.  These  are  the  elderly  people 
who  have  grown  old  mentally  as  well  as  physically,  and  who  are  forgetful  and 
enclined  to  wander  in  mind.  They  are  indeed  mildly  confused.  Such  old  people  are 
a danger  to  themselves  when  living  alone  and  a great  strain  on  the  family  when 
living  with  relatives,  for  they  require  full-time  care.  It  was  with  such  old 
people  in  mind,  that  the  Day  Centre  for  the  Elderly  was  arranged,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee. 
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The  Centre  opened  on  the  12th  September  in  the  Berkhamsted  Manor  Street  Clinic 
which  had  recently  been  redecorated,  and  which  had  become  under-used  because  of  the 
new  Health  Centre  at  the  other  end  of  the  town.  Equipment  existing  at  the  Clinic 
was  supplemented  by  the  County  Council  and  by  voluntary  donations,  and  that  section 
of  the  Clinic  used  for  the  Centre  became  a homely  and  agreeable  place  for  old 
people  to  meet.  It  opens  each  Tuesday  and  Thursday  between  9.30  a.m.  and  3«30.p.m. 

Patients  attending  the  Centre  are  known  to  the  Divisional  Social  Workers  and 
are  selected  from  a list  largely  compiled  by  the  hospital  consultants  and  family 
doctors  from  all  areas  of  the  Division. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  Centre  is  to  give  the  patients  a change  from  their 
often  dull  routine;  to  give  them  a day  out.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Centre 
to  treat  the  patients  for  their  physical  infirmities  or  mental  ills  but  nevertheless, 
the  companionship  of  others  and  simple  diversional  therapy  in  pleasant  surroundings 
can  but  improve  their  well-being. 

The  secondary  purpose  of  the  Centre  is  to  give  some  relief  to  the  relatives 
and  friends  from  the  strain  which  the  constant  care  of  such  patients  so  often 
imposes. 

The  Centre  is  manned  by  volunteers,  under  the  supervision  of  the  divisional 
social  workers  and  a sufficient  number  has  been  recruited  to  ensure  the  Centre  will 
always  be  open  on  the  days  and  times  stated.  Transport  to  and  from  the  patients' 
homes  is  also  provided  by  a rota  of  volunteers.  Once  again  the  community  is 
indebted  to  those  invaluable  maids  of  all  work,  the  British  Red  Cross  Society, 
the  St  John's  Ambulance  Brigade,  the  Women's  Royal  Voluntary  Service,  and  the  Women's 
Institute.  Whenever  there  is  voluntary  work  to  be  done,  it  is  to  these  organisations 
we  invariably  turn  and  they  invariably  respond.  Our  debt  to  them  grows  with  each 
succeeding  year. 

The  mid-day  meal  is  provided  by  the  School  Meals  Service,  for  which  the 
patients  pay  the  subsidised  charge  of  l/6d.  During  school  holidays,  the  Town  Hall 
Dining  Club  at  Herael  Hempstead  provides  the  meals. 

The  number  of  patients  attending  was  initially  restricted  to  eight  to  allow 
the  staff  to  gain  experience  in  management.  It  was  not  long  before  the  service 
proved  its  great  need  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  16  patients  attending 
on  each  of  the  days.  It  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  Centre  will  be  further 
expanded  in  the  future. 
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